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Board Letter Generates
Policy Debate
The Chamber Board’s position of
support for the Dutra project, printed in
the October edition of Petaluma
Business, created controversy within
this organization as to whether or not
the Chamber has the right to take
positions on behalf of the membership.
On September 28, Edin Goolan of Edin
Painting and Decorating sent a letter to
the entire membership, along with
names, phone numbers, etc., of all 15
members of the Board, as well as contact
information for each of the five Sonoma
County Supervisors, who are deciding
the issue.

The gist of Goolan’s letter was that the
Board had no right to take a position
without
canvassing
the
entire
membership.
Subsequently, Chamber CEO Onita
Pellegrini sent a response to Goolan, emailed to the membership as well,
outlining the Chamber’s position.
Goolan’s letter, and Pellegrini’s
response, generated an unprecedented
number of letters, phone calls and emails to the Chamber office.
“We did get a handful of letters
agreeing with Goolan’s objections,”

Pellegrini said, but the response in favor
of the Chamber Board’s action was
pretty impressive. Responses supporting
our action ran about 12 to one over
those opposing.
“The main argument here is that
Chambers exist to be the advocate for
business issues and to be the advocate
for a strong economy.That’s what we are
here for. That’s one of the main reasons
businesses pay their dues,” Pellegrini
said. “It would be totally unreasonable
for our Board to canvass 800 businesses
to determine their attitudes before
taking a vote. If we were to do that, we

could run the Chamber with a
computer.”
Local attorney Max Micklesen, who
was Chamber president in the mid1970’s, used his perspective of Chamber
activities in a letter to Goolan pointing
out that not even the City Council
canvasses voters before making
decisions.
A copy of Goolan’s letter, and
Micklesen’s response, are printed
starting on page six. Pellegrini’s answer
can be found contained in the
commentary on page four.

GA/ED Committee Meets
With Government Leaders
The Chamber’s Economic Development/Government Affairs Committee
met with several local government
leaders in recent weeks to get a firsthand briefing of impacts of upcoming
issues and to present the business view
of these issues.
The group has met with Supervisor
Mike Kerns, Petaluma City Manager John
Brown, Grant Davis of the Sonoma
County Water Agency, and Mike Ban of
the City of Petaluma Water Department.
Earlier last summer the group met with
State Assemblyman Jared Huffman and
State Senator Mark Leno.

While the meeting with Supervisor
Kerns covered a number of issues, the
main focus was on transportation, and
the prospects for completing the
“narrows” strip between Petaluma and
Novato. The committee impressed upon
the Supervisor the necessity to continue
applying pressure on CalTrans to keep
this project on track.
With City Manager Brown, the
committee urged the City to move
forward with greater speed on the
search for a firm to create an economic
strategic plan for Petaluma. Conversations with Brown covered a range of

City topics, including redevelopment
plans and policies, business park
vacancies, better Auto Mall access, and
the woeful financial situation of the City.
Brown pointed out that 80% of the
General Fund expenditures go to
salaries, and that 70% of that goes to
public safety, leaving not enough to
cover the multiple community needs.
The meeting with Davis was a
preview of the rationale behind the
Water Agencies determination to
abandon efforts to increase water
delivery systems to the County which,

Davis said, are no longer needed because
of successful conversation efforts. Then
the committee met with Ban, who
attempted to explain the impacts of the
decision.
Ban’s biggest concern, he said, is that
the Water Agency decided to abandon
the delivery project without discussing
it with their major customers, the
Sonoma County cities. He produced a
graph showing that Petaluma is near the
middle in the County regarding water
rates.

2

November 2009

Petaluma Business – A publication of the Petaluma Area Chamber of Commerce

Petaluma
BUSINESS

Holiday Ideas
at Wakeup
Ideas for the holidays – wines and
chocolates, shopping and activities –
dominate the agenda for the November
program of Wake Up Petaluma,
scheduled for November 24, 7:30 a.m., at
Rooster Run.

President
Les Villanyi*, 484-4992
Nikken Wellness Consultant
vlaszlo5319@gmail.com

Kastania Vineyards just south of
Petaluma on Highway 101, will tell how
the Petaluma area defied the experts and
has begun producing top quality wines,
particularly Pinot Noir.
Then Bill Reading of Sonoma Valley
Port Works will talk about his award
winning array of ports, sherries, and
balsamic vinegar, all ideal for holiday gift
giving.

Bert Smith of Bert’s Desserts will talk
about her acclaimed chocolates that
won three double golds this year at the
Sonoma County Harvest Fair, and discuss
her rapidly expanding business.

Daphne Shapiro of the Plaza Shopping
Center will be on hand to discuss how
the center’s merchants are gearing up

Wines will be handled by two notable
local producers. First, Hoot Smith of

for the holidays with promotions and
festivities, and Marsha Trent of the
Petaluma Visitors Center will highlight
the range of city-wide holiday activities
planned for this year.
Sponsor for the morning is PG&E.
Also on the program will be Chamber
announcements, a 50-50 raffle, and
introductions of our newest members.
Charge for the breakfast meeting is
$20 for Chamber members, $25 for nonmembers. Reservations are required –
call 762-2785.

First Vice President
Monica Soiland, 762-3200
Midstate Construction
monicas@midstateconstruction.com
Second Vice President
Mkulima “M” Britt*, 778-8448
Clover Stornetta Farms, Inc.
mkulima@cloverstornetta.com
Treasurer
Ron Malnati, 769-2294
Exchange Bank
malnatir@exchangebank.com
Immediate Past President
Elece Hempel*, 765-8488
Petaluma People Services Center
elece@petalumapeople.org
DIRECTORS
John Burns, 762-4541
Petaluma Argus-Courier
jburns@arguscourier.com

Ambassador Profile

Daniel Canales*, 781-9483
National Assoc. for Self-Employed
danielcanales@comcast.net

Gisele Rue
Small Business Consultant Services
Gisele Rue grew up in San Rafael and
moved to Novato in 1986. She graduated
from Dominican University with a BA in
Human Resource Management in addition to receiving a Certificate in
Workplace Health and Safety from UC
Davis Extension. She moved to Petaluma
California in 2001 and is currently in the
PACC Leadership Program. Her two
daughters enjoy playing on local Soccer
and Lacrosse teams and in the past she
was active with her son’s local Boy
Scouts Troop.
In early 2009 Gisele Rue’s Small
Business Consultant Services partnered
with Pre-Paid Legal and GoSmallBiz.com
to provide her clients with full service
coverage. For a monthly fee, Pre-paid
Legal offers services that include
contract reviews, counsel, and trial

defense services. GoSmallBiz.com is an
online consulting service which gives
small businesses access to business
advice.
Ms. Rue is committed to providing
quality service to her clients and the
community. She believes that a reputation as an honest and reliable business
consultant is the recipe for success, and
enjoys protecting, empowering and
assisting local businesses to prosper. She
is available to help local businesses on
an as-need basis. She can assist your
business in many areas, but specializes in
human resource and regulatory compliance. In the past she has developed,
prepared and maintained a variety of
programs including forms and reports
for Human Resource, Health & Safety,
and Property Management departments;

Katie Kerns, 557-7045
PG&E
kmkz@pge.com

Gisele
Rue

employee and supervisor handbooks;
hire to termination guidebooks; training
manuals, invoices, informational brochures, floor plans and website development. She is also able to provide
pre-paid legal service and identity theft
prevention as a group benefit to her
client’s employees and help employees
stay focused.
Being an active ambassador gives
Gisele the opportunity to connect with
the local businesses in Petaluma and
make new friends. She is able to get to
know, support, and spread the word
about the wonderful small businesses
we have available in our community.

Committees
Call 762-2785 for more information.
Agri-Business
Rebecca Scott, 540-0054
Royal Petroleum

Business/Education
Val Richman, 778-4798
Mentor Me Petaluma

River
John FitzGerald, 794-0667
FitzGerald & Associates

Wake-Up Petaluma
Government Affairs
Jim Becker, 778-7780
Wayne Leach, (415) 883-9850
Ambassadors
Edward Jones Investments
CSW/Stuber-Stroeh Engineering Group
Daniel Canales, 781-9483
Jeff Mayne, 536-6161
National Assoc. for the Self Employed Leadership Petaluma Program
Excel Mortgage Solutions
Call the Chamber for info, 762-2785.
Jim Alexander, 762-2818
Women in Business
Past Presidents Council
Financial Consultant
Anne Fischer Silva, CN, 849-3569
Elece Hempel, 765-8488
A New Leaf Nutrition
Petaluma People Services Center

Petaluma Business ads are sales boosters! An economic way to reach more than 800 businesses monthly.
Call the Chamber, 762-2785 for specifics & discount rates.

W. Thom Knudson*, 763-1911
Behrens, Nelson & Knudson
wtknudson@bnklaw.net
Richard Marzo, 763-1515
Lace House Linen
richard@lacehouselinen.com
Jeff Mayne, 536-6161
Excel Mortgage Solutions
jeff@xlmortgagesolutions.com
Deb Padia, 792-5102
Comcast
deb_padia@cable.comcast.com
Tony Sarno*, 664-1400
Keegan & Coppin
tsarno@keegancoppin.com
Will Soper*, 763-3888
Beels Soper LLP, CPAs
wsoper@beels-soper.com
Matt White, 795-4477
Basin Street Properties
matt@basin-street.com
CHAMBER STAFF
762-2785 • Fax 762-4721
Email: pacc@petalumachamber.com
www.petalumachamber.com
Onita Pellegrini*, CEO
Judy Carney, Bookkeeper
Daniella Ellicott, Member Services
Kathy Brandal, Office Assistant
VISITORS PROGRAM
769-0429 • Fax 283-0528
www.visitpetaluma.com
* Leadership Petaluma Graduates
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Published by the Petaluma Area Chamber of
Commerce, 6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
©2009 Petaluma Chamber of Commerce
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AVM Graphics
Design & Production
Marin Sun
Printing

4

November 2009

Petaluma Business – A publication of the Petaluma Area Chamber of Commerce

Editorials & Opinions, Analyses, Commentary, Viewpoints
Commentary

President’s Message

The Role of a Chamber
Is to Speak on Issues

When the Going Gets Tough
The Tough Are Marketing

The Chamber Board’s decision to support the Dutra project has indeed raised
quite a commotion as to whether or not the Board acted properly in speaking for
the Chamber’s membership.

The holiday season is upon us once
more with all its challenges and
opportunities. The degree to which
Petaluma businesses can capture the
purchasing power of shoppers from
Petaluma and Sonoma County will, in
some cases, determine who will still be
in business in 2010.

Those people who protested have perhaps not being paying attention for the
past decade or so, as the various Boards have been increasingly outspoken on
pending issues that could affect our local economy and the stability of our
business community.
Nor does the Board make these decisions casually.While the letter from a Dutra
opponent charged that their decision was based on a “blatant paraphrase of the
verbiage that can be read in all of the Dutra’s hired hand PR produced mailers”,
the fact is that their decision was based on a vast amount of information
generated by environmental consultants hired by the County of Sonoma to
evaluate the project.
The following letter outlining the Chamber’s position was sent in response to
a challenge from Chamber member Edin Goolin:
“On behalf of the Board of Directors I want to acknowledge receipt of your
letter contending that the Chamber Board cannot take positions on issues
without first polling the entire membership.
As a member of the Chamber, you should know that taking advocacy positions
on behalf of business is precisely what your Board is elected to do. Since
government at all levels has the potential to enact programs and policies that are
not in the best interest of a business community as a whole, your Board reviews
these issues carefully and takes positions only when potentially adverse decisions
may be taken by our elected officials.
For many years now, your Board has been taking these positions, and almost
without fail these positions are reported in our monthly paper, Petaluma
Business.
The 15 members of our Board are elected by a majority of the membership
specifically to represent the membership as advocates for a thriving economy
and a pro-business community.Your Board did not take the Dutra position lightly,
but did so because they did not find that contentions about severe
environmental effects were supported by fact. On the other hand, they did find
that this plant, which has been operating in Petaluma for more than 20 years with
no adverse environmental impacts, makes a positive contribution to the local
economy.
Your Board is functioning in the same manner as any other form of
representative government, whether it be the City Council or the U.S. Senate.
Members are elected to make decisions and take positions for the betterment of
the electorate and the community. Your Board has acted in that time honored
tradition, and unanimously acted in what they truly believe to be the best
interests of the Petaluma business community.
Onita Pellegrini, CEO, Petaluma Area Chamber of Commerce”

Platinum Members

How can you make your holiday
season a merry and profitable one?
Advertise. I don’t mean just in print or
on the Internet. Think of different ways
to attract past, current, and potential
customers to your business, whether
you are a bank, a restaurant, a shoe store,
or an accountant.
I recently read a book on “lateral
thinking” that really made a lot of sense.
Instead of coming up with an obvious
solution, try rethinking a problem and
solve it from a totally different direction.
Given these challenging times, the tried
and true ways of doing things may not
attract customers.
Instead of waiting for people to come
to you, send your customers an e-mail
with an incentive. Something as simple
as a 10% off coupon could bring them
in. Give them an extra discount if they
bring in a friend who buys. Invite your
past customers to a special sale or for
holiday refreshments.
Changing the appearance of your
business with fall or holiday decorations
will attract people. Remember, you are
competing for a finite number of dollars
in that shopper’s pocket. The more you
can appeal to their curiosity the more
likely they will come in your business.
Contact a local school and see if they
have any singing groups. Split the cost, if
any, with your neighboring stores and have
the singers outside. People will gather.

Gold Members

By Les Villanyi,
President,
Petaluma Area
Chamber of
Commerce

Raffle something, either merchandise
in your store or something totally
different. How about a drawing for a
turkey or movie tickets? A few flyers in
your window and some neat prizes will
garner interest and not cost you a lot.
Offer to wrap any merchandise they
purchase at no charge. It may cost you a
little in time and materials but this
timesaving benefit is very much
appreciated at such a busy time.
Have music playing in your business.
This time of the year is NOT business as
usual. People purchase not only specific
items but also out of impulse. A little
holiday mood music will remind them of
the season and get them to browsing
and buying.
Petaluma is a charming place for
shopping not only during the holiday
season but all year round. Your
competition is the large malls with lots
of stores geared up for the holidays.They
have decorations, they have sales, they
have music. They also have horrendous
parking problems and huge crowds
looking for one-stop shopping.
You have a unique business in a
charming town with other unique
businesses. If you pull out all stops and
really work to attract people to your
business, your sales will increase.
Your goals at this time of the year
should be to move merchandise, make
money, strengthen your business for
2010, and above all to have a happy and
prosperous season.

Silver Members

Bronze Members
Nancy Cooley,
Agent

Ace Shirt & Cap • Clark Rosen, Coldwell Banker
• Deer Creek Village • Moonware Design
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Correspondence Pro and Con About Board Policy
As is indicated in the lead story on page one, the Board letter in support of the Dutra project has generated a flurry of communication within
our organization, starting with the letter from Edin Goolan challenging the Board’s right to make decisions on behalf of the Chamber membership.
Following are reprinted Goolan’s letter, and a response from former President Max Mickelsen, who has generally not taken a leading role in
Chamber affairs in recent years.-

Edin Goolan Letter
To Chamber Board
Dear Fellow Members of the PACC
The Board of the Petaluma Area
Chamber of Commerce has written a
letter … to the Sonoma County
Supervisors, published in the September
’09 issue of “Petaluma Business”,
supporting the Dutra Asphalt Plant
proposal. It was written without
consulting the membership.
The Board’s letter does not represent
the wide opinions of the members of
the PACC. The individuals on the PACC
Board have every right to express their
personal preferences pro or con o this
or any other issue, but not as the voice of
the Chamber membership.

informed coalition of people in the
Petaluma and wider county area, who
understand the noxious and destructive
implications of the project. This plant
would degrade our biggest assets:
Shollenberger Park, the associated
wetlands, and our healthy and organic
agriculture friendly environment.
The letter written by the Board of the
Chamber is a blatant paraphrase of the
verbiage that can be read in all of the
Dutra’s hired hand PR produced mailers
and acts.

The PACC letter attacks community
opposition to the Dutra plant as
“politically motivated” and insults the
public service of our City Council
members and Mayor Pam Torliatt, who
unanimously object to this project. Here
are the facts:

I am a member of the Chamber and I
do not support the Dutra proposal in
any form. I am demanding a retraction of
this letter and an apology to the
membership of the Chamber for
overstepping the Board’s authority and
mission. I hope you will join me and
contact the Board of the PACC and the
Sonoma County Board of Supervisors
today to register your opinion.

The opposition to the Dutra Asphalt
Plant Proposal is not a politically
motivated stunt but an earnest and

Sincerely,
Edin Goolan
Edin Painting and Decorating

Bert’s Desserts, Angelo’s Meats
Shine at County Harvest Fair
A pair of Chamber members stood out
at the recent Sonoma County Harvest
Fair in the food service category.
Bert’s Desserts was the only
participant in the dessert category to get
three double golds, winning with Bread
Pudding Soufflé with Whisky Sauce,
Dark Chocolate Mint Cream Truffle, and
White Chocolate Praline Cream Truffle.
She also won gold for Dark Chocolate
Port Cream Truffle and two silvers.
Bert Smith, owner, said she was asked
to serve her double gold winning Bread

Pudding Soufflé with a Whiskey Cream
Sauce during a luncheon for the wine
judges. She said “There are only two
luncheons so it is an honor to be asked
to serve your dessert. When I asked why
I was chosen, I was told that everyone
just loved my dessert!”
Angelo’s Meats & Deli was honored
with Best of Pork in Charcuterie, as well
as double golds in smoked sausage, black
pepper beef jerky, and meat based salad.
He also won golds for teriyaki beef jerky
and garlic mustard, as well as four silvers
and two bronzes.

Response to Letter
From Max Mickelsen
Dear Edin:
I don’t know you. I too am a member,
a very long member and past president
of PACC. I appreciate your frustration
with the position taken by the Directors
of the PACC. I had recalled that I agreed
with the letter when it first appeared
last month, so after receiving your letter,
went back and re-read it; and, suggest
you consider doing the same.
First, our Chamber is not a democracy
any more than is our City Council, or our
U.S. government. We elect people and
entrust in them the power to carry out
actions which is not only what the
Chamber Board did, but, stated very
clearly that it was the position of
Directors. Nowhere does it say it is my
or your opinion.
This is exactly what Pam Torliatt’s
letter to the Board did. It represented the
majority vote of the council and gave no
statement she spoke for you or me.
Second, I do think what the city did
was politically motivated, and, if you
haven’t already, I would suggest you read
Paul Kelley’s statement of the events
that led up to this “Council” letter. First,
you will find that during the scoping
process that started here in Petaluma,
neither the Mayor, nor any city council
person, nor any staff person provided
any input to the EIR. Almost every other
agency, including the river groups did. If
this was such an important thing for the
mayor, where was she (or Glass before
her)?
When the City did send a letter to the
County, it essentially said this was a good
project, but they had a few concerns, all
of which, as I understand it were
addressed in the final EIR. This isn’t

some PR whitewash from Dutra, I read
the letter.
So what happened? When this
“unanimous” letter went to the
Supervisors, I was furious at the turn
around of the City so I contacted some
members of the Council and asked
straight up....why did you put your
name to it? Essentially they admitted
they were “hoodwinked” by some who
turned it from a business/environmental
issue into a political football. You won’t
get a unanimous vote today; it will be the
same 4-3 one would expect.
But even having said that, go back and
read this “unanimous letter” from the
Council, it isn’t this “fire and brimstone”
diatribe that the Supervisor meetings
turned into. If it wasn’t politically
motivated, why did Glass and Renee run
over to the City of Sonoma’s Council
meetings?
Finally, PACC has developed one of the
most successful committee systems of
any local chamber.The Chamber doesn’t
have a history of going off half-cocked,
and, in fact, I found it surprising (the
Mayor, found it shocking) that the city
employee unions would come to the
Chamber for assistance in getting retail
development moving.
I don’t always agree with the position
taken by the PACC directors. As
members, when we do disagree we can
just go along, or we can drop our
membership, or, we can do what my
suggestion to you would be of taking an
active role in the committee system so
your voice can be heard.
Max
Law Offices of Max A. Mickelsen

Business Briefs
Raymond James branch manager Moe
Jacobson announced the formation of
Jacobson & Breen Financial Group, an
independent firm at the corner of
Washington and Keller Streets. Securities
are offered through Raymond James
Financial Services. Brian Breen joins
Jacobson and his son Noah in the venture.

Haus Fortuna will be holding a book
signing on Dec. 2, 11am-1pm. The
authors and illustrator of the acclaimed
children’s book The Elf on the Shelf: A
Christmas Tradition and The Elf on the
Shelf: A Christmas Activity Book will be
on hand. The store is taking reservations
for autographed books now.
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Skivvies, Pups,
And the Economy
The following piece of tea-leaf
whimsy is reprinted from the newsletter
of the Northbay Leadership Council.
One of Alan Greenspan’s key indicators
of recovery is an increase in the sales of
men’s underwear.And guess what? Men’s
underwear sales increased 4.7% in the
first half of 2009. U.S. consumers
purchased nearly $2 billion of men’s
underwear, which is $89.5 million more
than in the first half of 2008. The theory
is that men only buy underwear out of
necessity and in hard times, they make do
with the shabby ones in their
drawers. Greenspan started tracking
men’s underwear sales 15 years ago as he
found it a good predictor of consumer
spending and economic health.
And there are more signs of recovery
according to the Economic Cycle Research Institute (ERCI), an independent
forecasting group with a 75 year track
record of accurate forecasts. While its
Weekly Leading Index (August 21) fell to
124.4, pulled down by higher interest
rates, ECRI claimed that the yearly
growth rate of the U.S. economy “surged

to a 38-year high that suggests that a
double-dip recession is slim.” The
annualized growth rate of 19.6 percent
shows the surge to be continuing
throughout the summer, negating the
chance of a double-dip recession. ECRI
Managing Director Lakshman Achuthan
projected that the recovery is “moving at
a stronger pace than any the United
States has seen since the early 1980s.”
In an article in the New York Times
“Signs of Recovery,” August 19, 2009,
Achuthan explained that he uses
another indicator, “doggie downtime,”
which is the lag time between the death
of a family dog and getting a new one,
in assessing economy recovery. To
Achuthan, the shorter the lag time in
replacing the dog, the quicker he sees
the economy rebounding. Achuthan says
that the recession will end this summer,
stating “As unique and unprecedented as
this recession has been, the transition to
recovery is showing up in a textbook
way in the leading indicator charts.” He
continues,“The general mood is
probably overly pessimistic. That’s quite
normal in the wake of a crisis.”

Worker’s Comp Program
Helps Small Businesses
When one of Cryospec Incorporated’s
valued client services employees was
diagnosed with the onset of carpal
tunnel syndrome in 2008, Business
Manager Ellen Punch didn’t know she
was going to be able to keep her worker
on the job and not pay a dime out of
pocket to do so. Her first concern was
for her employee’s health.
“The pain became so severe Christina
found herself suffering all day at work
and unable to sleep well at nights,” says
Punch.
Because Christina’s doctor said the
injury likely stemmed from her
repetitive on-the-job computer work, it
was covered under the company’s
workers’ compensation policy.
Cryospec, Inc. received the reimbursement it needed to bring a valued
employee back to work following her
injury through the Division of Workers
Compensation’s (DWC) Return to Work
Reimbursement Program. The program
was enacted in 2004 to help small
business in California by providing
reimbursement for worksite accommo-

dations to bring an injured employee
back to work, or keep them working
following an injury.
The DWC’s new “Bring ’em back or
just keep ’em working” campaign
delivers information small businesses
need, in a user-friendly Web site, to apply
for reimbursement when they make
purchases to help employees stay
working while they recover.
You can read the rest of Christina’s
and the Cryospec story by going to
www.bringemback.org.
As well as Christina’s experience, other
examples of purchases the state has
provided reimbursement for include:
• A platform and extended eyepiece for
a biological analyst
• Custom knee pads for a tile setter
• A computer keyboard tray and
document holder for an office
administrator
In addition to providing reimbursement, the state’s return to work experts
are available to provide consultations.
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A volunteer from the U.S. Coast Guard
station at Two Rock suffers an
equipment malfunction while doing
prep work for City Hall’s replacement
of about an acre of grass with a
combination of landscaping using
little water and a community garden.
City Hall plans on using much less
water and spending much less money
on water. The effort serves as a
demonstration project on the ways
businesses can find new approaches
to cutting water costs on landscaping.

Doing Business With
The County of Sonoma
Businesses interested in contracting
with the County of Sonoma may be
interested in the following information.
They can register online to get email
notifications of bids and purchase orders
at bso.sonoma-county.org. Businesses
may also check status of bids online,
acknowledge purchase orders online,
keep online profiles up to date, pick the
commodities they want notice of bids
on.
Interested businesses should contact
Transportation and Public Works Department at webtpw@sonoma-county.org to
receive email notification of Public Contract
Bids as they become available.

PHOTO BY FRANK SIMPSON

Celebrating the
Ribbon Cutting and
Business After Hours
from Oct 1 at Massage
Envy, left to right: Alyx
Firstenfield, Matt
Wilson, Owner, & Gina
Drohan, Owner, and
CarolAnn Matthies.

Purchasing services for all County
departments are centralized under the
Purchasing Division and is organized by
commodity buying groups. Each
commodity is assigned a knowledgeable
Buyer.
Suppliers are encouraged to contact
buyers to discuss the County’s
requirements for specific products. Our
buyer assignments are located online
under Commodity Assignments at
www.sonoma-county.org/Purchasing.
Or, call (707) 565-2433 to schedule an
appointment. Catalogs and one page
summaries of what your business offers
are always welcome.
Surrounded by
a crowd of
well-wishers,
Mayor Pamela
Torliatt cuts
the ribbon at
the Petaluma
People Services
Center’s Senior
Cafe event.

Come Home to

VALLEY ORCHARDS…

Nancy Cooley, Agent

Active Retirement Living
in Beautiful Sonoma County
Rates as
Low as

$1,495

Including All Meals and Services
(new residents only)

Call for more information:

(707) 778-6030
2100 East Washington St.
Petaluma, CA 94954
www.ValleyOrchards.com
Visit our Napa Valley Community - www.SilveradoOrchards.com

A FULL SERVICE

Family Owned & Operated
Continuously Since 1983

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

Don Bennett
& Associates

Advertising & PR Consulting
Writing & Editing Services

763-5343
dcbenn@aol.com
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Members
New Members
Azevedo Travel
Jodi & Rick Azevedo
Petaluma, CA 94954
BodyWorks Yoga
Jean Grant-Sutton
490 Second Street
Petaluma, CA 94952
HR Dynamics
Carme Lewis
P.O. Box 751061
Petaluma, CA 94975
Impact Consulting Services
Michelle Law
1950 Matzen Ranch
Petaluma, CA 94954
Isagenix International
Jamie Goss
Petaluma, CA 94955
Wild Goat Bistro
Nancy DeLorenzo
6 Petaluma Blvd North, Ste. A-5
Petaluma, CA 94952

Renewing Members
A New Leaf Nutrition & Skincare
Adobe House
Adventures in Advertising/Get Promoted
California Roof Savers
Capri Creek Associates LLC
Commerce Solutions, Inc.
Gugel/Today Painting & Decorating
Hyman Bros Inc.,
The Pawn Advantage Store
John's Dairy Equipment & Supply
Company, Inc.
JRL Machine & Driveline, Inc.
Lala's Creamery
Law Office of Michael T. Healy
Loc-N-Stor
North Bay Children's Center,
Cherry Valley Campus
North Bay Children's Center,
McDowell Campus

North Bay Leadership Council
North Coast Builders Exchange
Petaluma City School District
Petaluma Valley Athletic Club
Peterson's Farm
Peterson's Paint & Decorating
Rancho Feeding Corporation
Sonoma County Job Link
Sonoma Cutlery
To Market to Market, Inc.
Universe Billiards
Winzler & Kelly
X2nSat

Long-Time Members
Rancho Feeding Corporation,
33 Years
Jesse Amarel
Petaluma City School District,
23 Years
Greta Viguie
Sonoma County Job Link, 20 Years
Kathy Young
Peterson's Farm, 18 Years
Ray Peterson
John's Dairy Equipment & Supply
Company, Inc., 17 Years
Michael Bordessa
California Roof Savers, 16 Years
David Makovec
Peterson's Paint & Decorating,
15 Years
Sean Life
Winzler & Kelly, 14 Years
Bill Silva
Adobe House, 13 Years
Judy Moon
Law Office of Michael T. Healy,
11 Years
Mike Healy
Petaluma Valley Athletic Club,
11 Years
Rob Domont

Bank of Marin
Receives Honors
Bank of Marin Bancorp has been
recognized by Sandler O’Neill Partners
L.P., a New York investment banking
firm, as one of thirty “2009 Sm-All Stars”
and by Bauer Financial, the leading
independent bank and rating research
firm, with a superior five-star rating, its
highest rating.
Sandler O’Neill evaluated all 509
publicly traded banks with a market

capitalization of less than $2 billion and
identified the 30 top performing smallcap banks and thrifts in the nation. In
announcing the Sm-All Stars, Sandler
O’Neill’s Director of Research Mark
Fitzgibbon and Associate Director Daniel
Arnold said, “In all, our screening
methodology eliminated 94% of the
institutions being evaluated. The
performance metrics of the remaining
30 institutions are outstanding.”

Pacific Empire Chorus
At Veterans’ Building
Petaluma Empire Chorus is holding
benefit fund-raising concerts at 2pm and
7pm on Nov. 7 at the Petaluma Veterans’
Memorial Auditorium. The performance
event features music, dance, fall desserts
and a silent auction. The performance
event features the award winning Pacific
Empire Chorus and champion men’s and
women’s quartets, and music from the

Elsie Allen Jazz Band.There will also be a
silent auction with many fabulous
offerings, delicious fall desserts and
flavored coffees. Attendees are invited to
bring a donation of canned goods in
support of the Petaluma Kitchen.
Visit the website for ticket information
at www.pacificempire.org, or call
1-877-772-0087.

Stretch out
with a warm cup of coffee
& a good book …
Stop by on your way
to work or school…
our Espresso Bar is
open at 7:30 a.m.
to start your day…

Petaluma Coffee & Tea
212 2nd St., south of D, in the Theater District • 763-2727
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Calendar – November
Have you checked out our online calendar?
Visit www.petalumachamber.com and click on the Calendar button!

3

5

6

9

Ambassadors
Petaluma Valley Hospital,
Pat Schaefer’s Office
400 N McDowell Blvd.
7:30 A.M.

12 Business After Hours/

Business After Hours
Springfield Place
101 Ely Blvd. South
5:30 – 7:30 P.M.

17 Agribusiness

Government Affairs/EDC
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
7:30 A.M.

19 Business After Hours

PACC Board of Directors
SRJC Petaluma Campus
680 Sonoma Mountain Parkway
12:00 – 1:30 P.M.

20 Government Affairs/EDC

10 Leadership Alumni
PACC Large Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
12:00 – 1:00 P.M.

11 Women in Business
PACC Large Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
8:30 – 9:30 A.M.

Ribbon Cutting
i Leoni
120B Kentucky St.
5:30 – 7:30 P.M.
Sonoma-Marin Fair Conference
Room, 175 Fairgrounds Dr.
12:00 Noon
Haus Fortuna
111 Second St.
5:30 – 7:30 P.M.
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
7:30 A.M.

24 Wake Up Petaluma (RSVP)
Rooster Run
2301 E. Washington
$20 Members, $25 Nonmembers
RSVP: 762-2785
7:30 – 9:00 A.M.

24 Business-Education
PACC Large Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
8:00 – 9:00 A.M.

Pre-register for RSVP events: mail a check, payable to PACC, to: PACC,
6 Petaluma Blvd. North, #A-2, Petaluma, CA 94952. Call 762-2785 for info.

Looking Ahead – December
3 Business After Hours – Serendipity A Chiropractic Wellness Center
Most of the committee meetings and Chamber events go dark due to the
holiday season. Please call the Chamber, 762-2785, if you would like more
information.

Join us for some Holiday Cheer and the
3rd Anniversary of Serendipity A Chiropractic Wellness Center
Business After Hours

Thursday, December 3, 2009
5:30pm - 7:30pm
Hosted by
1197 E. Washington Street Petaluma, CA

