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Economy Study Shows
Petaluma Needs Retail
A newly released study presented to
the Petaluma Area Chamber of
Commerce revealed that the City of
Petaluma’s current fiscal crisis clearly
demonstrates that the city would be
better off financially and commercially
with greater retail availability.
“Without dramatic changes to the
city’s revenue streams or resurgence in
the local economy, the city will be faced
with ongoing budgetary problems and
further difficult decisions,” said Lon
Hatamiya, an economist that authored
the study.“Petaluma’s current fiscal crisis
will remain challenging for the
foreseeable future.”
Major Findings
• Petaluma has experienced a
significant decline in General Fund
revenues, a rapid drop of 34.6%
since 2007.
• A lack of diverse retail options is
limiting the city’s ability to rebound
from the economic downturn at the
same rate as the state as a whole.
• Had two proposed shopping center
projects been in place during the
economic downturn, the city’s
financial crisis would not be so
great.
• Validates the city’s previous studies
that determined that Petaluma is
significantly under-retailed in major
retail categories, including Building
Materials stores and General Merchandise stores, among others.

• Other Northern California communities experienced a significant
increase in new tax revenue with
the construction of Lowe’s and
Target stores.

• “If the Lowe’s store had been
opened in Petaluma in the past two
years or into the future, the City
could generate an additional
$240,000 in sales tax per year.

tinuing in successive years. As a
result, these types of stores not only
add to the retail mix of a
community, but also provide a
steady source of sales tax revenue.

The study was commissioned by
Merlone-Geier Partners, developers of
Deer Creek Village. Hatamaya, the study’s
author, is the former secretary of the
California Technology, Trade, and
Commerce Agency.

• If the Target store had been opened
in Petaluma in the past two years or
into the future, the City could
generate an additional $290,000 in
sales tax per year.

Moreover, our independent Taxable
Retail Sales analysis which solely focuses
upon the potential additional benefits of
opening both a Lowe’s store and a Target
store could also result at a minimum in
over $550,000 in new sales tax just from
those two stores. Simply by opening the
Lowe’s and Target stores, at the very least
the City would be able to save three police
officer positions and two firefighter
positions slated to be eliminated or left
vacant in the FY2010 budget.

The study focused on the economic
impact on Petaluma if both the Regency
project (Target) at the Fairgrounds and
the Deer Creek project (Lowe’s) were
built.The following is extracted from the
report.

• In addition, Building Materials stores
(Lowe’s) and General Merchandise
stores (Target) opened in Northern
California communities from 20032007, were among the top 7 sales
tax generators in each city the year
following their opening and con-

Board Election
Nominations Open
A new year, and it is once again time
for the annual election for members of
the Chamber of Commerce Board of
Directors. Each year, four members are
elected to three-year terms by the
Chamber membership. In addition, the
Chamber president appoints three
members to one year terms.
A nominating committee has been
selected to recommend a slate of
candidates for the election. Members of
the nominating committee are Elece
Hempel Chair, Petaluma People Services,

John Burns, Petaluma Argus Courier,
Katie Kerns, PG&E, Jim Alexander, Jim
Alexander Financial Consultant, and
Kathy Moore, First Community Bank.
The nominating committee will report
its slate to the Board of Directors on
March 8. Any member in good standing
can have his or her name placed on the
ballot simply by submitting a petition
signed by five Chamber members by
March 15.
A list of candidates, with their
statements, will appear in the April issue

of Petaluma Business.The ballots will be
mailed on April 1, and must be
completed and mailed to the Chamber
office by April 23.The new Board will be
announced in the May issue of Petaluma
Business.
The elected directors whose terms are
expiring are Les Villanyi, Monica Soiland,
Jeff Mayne, and Will Soper. The
appointed directors whose one year
terms are expiring are W. Thom
Knudson, Deb Padia, and Matt White.
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Eating Right, Downtown Events,
Sonoma-Marin Fair at Wakeup
Downtown happenings, eating right,
and this year’s local Fair highlight the
mixed bag of presentations at the March
program for Wake Up Petaluma,
scheduled for March 23, 7:30 a.m., at
Rooster Run.
Jeff Mayne will talk about the “Pulse of
Downtown” and upcoming events in
Downtown Petaluma.

Anne Fischer Silva, A New Leaf
Nutrition & Skincare, will share the
secrets to a good nutritional plan.
Vicki DeArmon, Marketing Director of
the Sonoma-Marin Fair, will present a
preview of this year’s Fair, “Celebrating
Summer’s Bounty”, which will be held
from June 23 – June 27.
Also, Al Ramirez will discuss the free

business consulting he will be offering
at the Chamber office.
In addition on the program is
recognition of new members and a
raffle drawing.
Cost for the breakfast is $20 for
Chamber members, $25 for nonmembers. Reservations needed – call
762-2785.
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President
Les Villanyi*, 484-4992
Nikken Wellness Consultant
vlaszlo5319@gmail.com
First Vice President
Monica Soiland, 762-3200
Midstate Construction
monicas@midstateconstruction.com
Second Vice President
Mkulima “M” Britt*, 778-8448
Clover Stornetta Farms, Inc.
mkulima@cloverstornetta.com
Treasurer
Ron Malnati*, 769-2294
Exchange Bank
malnatir@exchangebank.com
Immediate Past President
Elece Hempel*, 765-8488
Petaluma People Services Center
elece@petalumapeople.org

Ambassador Profile

DIRECTORS

Kathleen Stafford
Wells Fargo
Kathleen Stafford brings two major
passions to her role as Ambassador:
bringing people together and education
about money.
Kathleen has worked for Wells Fargo
since her college days, with breaks to
raise her three boys, twins Jesse and
Tony, 10, and Nick, 13, all born in
Petaluma. She is now a Premier Banker
and a Loan Specialist at the Washington
Square Branch.
“Wells Fargo has been very good to
me,” she says. They gave her great
flexibility to take care of her children’s
needs when she was a single mother.
Now happily remarried to Lawrence,
she is involved in the community in
more ways than ever. Along with her
chamber duties, she is on the eventplanning committee for PEP housing
and also organizes Wells Fargo events
and parties. Her newest project is
writing a book about relationships,

John Burns, 762-4541
Petaluma Argus-Courier
jburns@arguscourier.com

based on hundreds of questionnaires
she’s collecting from men and women.

Daniel Canales*, 781-9483
National Assoc. for Self-Employed
danielcanales@comcast.net

Kathleen’s late father, a retired Chief
Master Sergeant of the Air Force, gave
her real life lessons often in the value of
money and setting goals.

Katie Kerns*, 557-7045
PG&E
kmkz@pge.com

“For instance, it was the eighties, and I
just had to have a pair of $85 Guess
overalls,” recalls Kathleen. “My dad gave
me $40 which is what he thought they
were worth and said, ‘If you want them
so much, you’ll find a way to earn the
rest.’”
These days, she says, the young people
who open accounts at Wells Fargo don’t
know what a register is let alone know
how to balance one. Kathleen teaches
children—some as young as 4 years
old—about banking, using a curriculum
called “Hands-On Banking.” At the Tiny
Tots daycare, she uses pennies to teach
the value of, say, a piece of candy or a
small toy. Older children learn the cost

W. Thom Knudson*, 763-1911
Behrens, Nelson & Knudson
wtknudson@bnklaw.net

Kathleen Stafford

of their lunch, both individually and as a
yearly expense, and talk about ways to
earn money through chores.
She joined the Chamber because in
her work at Wells Fargo bank,
networking is an important skill. And as
a businesswoman and mother, she
wanted to learn more about her
community and the people behind the
businesses here.
Her goal as an ambassador is to bring
more people into the mixers, to “make
the chamber functions an even better
networking resource.”

Committees
Call 762-2785 for more information.
Agri-Business
Rebecca Scott, 540-0054
Royal Petroleum
Ambassadors
Daniel Canales, 781-9483
Insphere Insurance Solutions
Jim Alexander, 762-2818
Financial Consultant

Business/Education
Dennis Hardle, 763-5348
Hardle and Company

River
John FitzGerald, 794-0667
FitzGerald & Associates

Wake-Up Petaluma
Government Affairs
Jim Becker, 778-7780
Wayne Leach, (415) 883-9850
Edward Jones Investments
CSW/Stuber-Stroeh Engineering Group
Jeff Mayne, 536-6161
Leadership Petaluma Program
Excel Mortgage Solutions
Call the Chamber for info, 762-2785.
Women in Business
Past Presidents Council
Anne Fischer Silva, CN, 849-3569
Elece Hempel, 765-8488
A New Leaf Nutrition
Petaluma People Services Center

Petaluma Business ads are sales boosters! An economic way to reach more than 800 businesses monthly.
Call the Chamber, 762-2785 for specifics & discount rates.

Richard Marzo, 763-1515
Lace House Linen
richard@lacehouselinen.com
Jeff Mayne, 536-6161
Excel Mortgage Solutions
jeff@xlmortgagesolutions.com
Deb Padia*, 792-5102
Tony Sarno*, 664-1400
Keegan & Coppin
tsarno@keegancoppin.com
Will Soper*, 763-3888
Beels Soper LLP, CPAs
wsoper@beels-soper.com
Matt White, 795-4477
Basin Street Properties
matt@basin-street.com

CHAMBER STAFF
762-2785 • Fax 762-4721
Email: pacc@petalumachamber.com
www.petalumachamber.com
Onita Pellegrini*, CEO
Judy Carney, Bookkeeper
Daniella Ellicott*, Member Services
Kathy Brandal, Office Assistant
VISITORS PROGRAM
769-0429 • Fax 283-0528
www.visitpetaluma.com
* Leadership Petaluma Graduates

PETALUMA BUSINESS CREDITS
Published by the Petaluma Area Chamber of
Commerce, 6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
©2009 Petaluma Chamber of Commerce
Don Bennett
Editor & Writer
AVM Graphics
Design & Production
Marin Sun
Printing
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Editorials & Opinions, Analyses, Commentary, Viewpoints
Commentary

President’s Message

Nominations Sought For
Community Recognition
Awards Ceremony

Change Can
Also Be Good

Nominations are now open for the annual Community Recognition awards. We
are fortunate to live in a community where so many people give so much to
make this a finer place to live for us all. Now is the time when we can recognize
those who have done so much, often with no recognition at all.
We urge our members to take a few minutes and think about those people you
know in this community who would be worthy honorees when our community
packs the Sheraton to bestow richly deserved recognition on our friends and
neighbors.
Our current rash of economic bad news has served to remind us that we
cannot always rely on good times and a good economy to carry us through, and
in times like these it is the leadership exerted by a large number of concerned
citizens that helps us not only survive the bad times, but to alleviate the pains of
a struggling economy.
Chamber CEO Onita Pellegrini said that in addition to recognition at the
Awards Ceremony, the honoree in the small business category will also be
recognized at the annual Sonoma County Spirit of the County awards
These awards are an outstanding opportunity to recognize friends and
neighbors who have gone “beyond the limit” to do good for our community.
The annual awards event takes place on April 29 at the Sheraton. Applications
are available at the Chamber office or online at peralumachamber.com.
Completed forms can be returned to the chamber office or faxed to (707) 7624721. Deadline for nominations is March 15, 5:00 p.m.
Award categories are:
• Citizen of the Year
• Volunteer of the Year
• Large Business of the Year
• Small Business of the Year
• Excellence in Education
• Excellence in Agriculture
• Service to Youth
• Service to Seniors
In addition, Policemen of the Year and Firefighter of the Year will be selected
by their respective departments, and the Community Service award will be
selected by the Argus-Courier.
So, please look over this list very carefully, and if you see someone who is
deserving of recognition, please contact the Chamber office at 762-2785 for info
on submitting nominations.

Platinum Members

By Les Villanyi,
President,
Petaluma Area
Chamber of
Commerce

It’s almost spring! A time for rebirth,
reassessment of priorities, taxes, and
other fun stuff. A lot of good things are
happening! In February, the city council
voted 5-2 in favor of the East Washington
Place/Target center that will bring in
jobs and help to stanch retail leakage
to neighboring cities. I’m sure this is
not the end of the debate, but kudos to
the council in getting off the dime,
whether through political expediency
or true dedication to building a better
Petaluma. Either way it will result in
movement forward instead of continued
stagnation, polarization, and lost
revenues to the city.
As a citizen of Petaluma, I too would
like to maintain the charming small
town ambience. However, we cannot
exist in a vacuum. Time marches on,
needs change and expand, populations
grow, and city services have to be paid
for by someone. The idea of “NIMBY”
(not in my backyard) could be expanded
to “NOOMP” (not out of my pocket) as
relates to many people’s assertion of
who should pay for city services.
Selfishly, I would also like to shorten
my own shopping excursions on the
freeway to either Rohnert Park or
Novato. So I am very excited about what
change will bring to the Petaluma
experience. In my 17 years as a
Petaluman, I have seen a number of
ambitious projects that have truly
enriched not only the cultural life of the
city but also the everyday life of the
citizens.

Gold Members

The prospect of new stores coming in
means more time spent in Petaluma, not
only in these new stores but in existing
stores that will complement each other.
It is like having a shoe store and a socks
store nearby. What fun!
I am tired of the naysayers who shoot
down ideas without offering anything
concrete and viable that can address the
needs of the community at large. One
definitely wonders at their motivation or
hidden agenda. With the continuing
economic woes, we need a shot in the
arm and these small but vocal groups
tend to polarize rather than be a part of
the solution. We have such a wide
breadth of industry here that new
industry benefits everyone.
In previous letters I have written that
in this economic downturn it is not
business as usual. The direction we took
in the past brought us to this
challenging time. We have to change and
adapt in order to survive as a thriving
community rather than a has-been
community that businesses shun.
It is time to change our attitudes also!
Whether the halcyon days are just
around the corner or down the road a
piece, we are living in the present and
have to learn to prosper in this
environment. There is no point in
mooning over the past or looking to the
future – we have to eat now, pay bills,
raise children, and live.
Gray skies are already clearing up so
put on a happy face!

Silver Members

Bronze Members
Nancy Cooley,
Agent

Ace Shirt & Cap • Circle Bank • Clark Rosen, Coldwell Banker
Deer Creek Village • Moonware Design
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Former Chamber Staffer
Has Peruvian Adventure
Marcie Becker-Waldron, former
Chamber Board member, staff member,
and graphic artist for Petaluma
Business, recently traveled to Peru with
Husband Dave Waldron. A recipient of
a double organ transplant and a
diabetes sufferer who has lost one leg,
Marcie nevertheless is an avid and
active traveler, At Machu Picchu in
Peru she and Dave were isolated by the
heavy rains, washed out roads, and
landslides. Following is the text of a
letter she sent to friends.
Hi Friends,
Peru was quite an adventure…
although not exactly the adventure we
planned. Machu Picchu is truly an
inspiring and beautiful ancient site. The
only way to Machu Picchu is by shuttle
bus from a nearby village which is
accessible only by a single gauge railroad
ride along the Urobombo River. We
knew it was the rainy season but didn’t
know this was the rainiest rainy season

in 23 years. The Urobombo was
tumultuous.
I managed my way around the rocky
trails and narrow uneven steps of M.P.
with mucho help from Dave and
Pasquaro, our Incan guide. My leg fell off
once but fortunately didn’t tumble
down any terraces. Poor shocked
Pasquaro has a new story to share. It was
an exhilarating day.
In the village, our hotel was right on
the bank of the mighty Urobombo. At
6am we got the knock on the door to
evacuate the hotel. I was mid-makeup
and never did finish both eyes.
Everyone scrambled to the train
station…three blocks uphill. We waited
and waited and met some interesting
people and waited and waited.We finally
got the word that there would be no
train due to a landslide.
We were allowed back in our hotel for
the short night and learned there would

Members of the President’s Circle
enjoy advantages of advertising in
Chamber publications, event sponsorships, and other benefits, as a means
of maximizing their memberships.
The current roster of the President’s
Circle:
Platinum members: Bank of Marin,
Comcast, Doyle Contracting, Exchange
Bank, PG&E, Port Sonoma, and Redwood
Credit Union.
Gold members: Clover Stornetta,

Thank the Gods of all cultures that
Dave is big and strong and speaks
Spanish. He was able to wheel me
around cobblestone pathways built for
llamas and to solicit (tip) help as needed
to carry me up and down stone
stairways where even llamas can’t go.
Somehow, even through medical and
military inspections we were able to get
a free ride (without FF miles!) out of
town on the second military cargo
helicopter to Cuzco.
Sadly, several hundred lost their lives
and over 10 million Peruvians were
impacted by this natural disaster. It took
about a week to evacuate everyone from

With the new year, the Chamber has
been busy with issues new and old.

Nancy Cooley State Farm Agent, and
Summit State Bank.

Shirt and Cap
Clark RosenMerlone-Geier
Village, and

In
January, the
Government
Affairs/Economic
Development
Committee met with Chuck Dalldorf,
League of California Cities, who made a
presentation of an initiative the League
is trying to get put on the November
2010 ballot. The initiative aims to
permanently protect local government
revenues from any state borrowing or
taking (fixes the Prop. 1A exemption)
and protects TO tax and utility user tax
revenues from being borrowed or taken
as well by the state.

For information about becoming a
President’s Circle member, call
762-2785.

The initiative would also protect
redevelopment money and Prop. 42
Street and highway funds as well as
transit operating funds.

Silver members: AVM Graphics,
Century 21 Bundesen, First Community
Bank, Kaiser Foundation Health Plan,
Medley Glass Works, Pacific eDocuments
Solutions LLC, Sonoma Bank, and
Rooster Run Event Center.
Bronze members: Ace
Printing, Circle Bank,
Coldwell
Banker,
Partners/Deer Creek
Moonware Design.

That same day, the Board of Directors

WIB Lunch Focuses
On Home Makeovers
The Petaluma Area Chamber of
Commerce Women in Business
Committee presents as part of their
monthly Brown Bag Lunch Seminar
series, “One-Day Home Makeover to
Create First and Lasting Impressions!”
The seminar will be held on March
31st from 12pm to 1pm in the
Chamber’s Conference Room and will

Machu Picchu.
I would love to return to Peru—in the
dry season. I had hoped to boost their
economy with a shopping spree but I
was busy with evacuations.
We barely got to the ship in time for
the next leg of our journey—cruising
down the Chilean coast, around the
horn, into Antarctica and onto Argentina
to Buenos Aires and brother Doug.
So far our cruise has been peaceful
and we love being pampered.
We are well and hope you are too.
Love,
Marcie and Dave
P.S. Did I mention that most of our
luggage is still somewhere in Peru?!
Editors note: Marcie also made the
news. See the following Youtube link to
see her being evacuated by helicopter
and wheelchair.
youtube.com/watch?v=pXuIXDn7azI

Chamber Active In Civic Issues

President’s Circle
Continues to Grow
Membership in the Chamber’s
President’s Circle Club has now swollen
to 23 businesses, as Rooster Run Event
Center joins the group as a Silver Member.

be no train for months and that the
whole town of 6,000 (tourists and
indigenous folks) would be evacuated
by helicopter to Cuzco. One problemCuzco was fogged in. We were a part of
the mob scene waiting in the main arena
for word about the evacuation. (great
people watching!)

be presented by Susan Morrison of
Joyful Surroundings; Home Staging &
Design. If you are interested in
attending this seminar, please e-mail jboyle@redwoodcu.org.
Space is limited so reservations are
necessary. Drinks are provided.The cost
is Chamber Members $5 / Non-Chamber
Members $8.

and members of the GA/ED committee
had a brown bag lunch at the Chamber
office, discussing local issues with
Supervisor Mike Kerns. One of the issues
discussed was the effort to place an item
on this year’s ballot opposing the Indian
casino in Rohnert Park.
A number of men and women
representing the Chamber turned out
for the City Council meeting on
February 8 to support the Regency
shopping center at the Fairgrounds. The
EIR and the tentative map were
approved 5-2, but the project was
returned to the Planning Commission
for further review of site design.
In addition, the Chamber was active in
arranging participation at the February
focus group activities regarding the
City’s economic strategic plan.

Seminar for Alzheimers
The Petaluma People Services Center
will host a seminar on Compassionate
Communication for people dealing with
memory-impaired individuals.
The seminar, presented by the
Alzheimers Association, will be given at
22 Howard Street on March 9 from 1:303:00 p.m. The seminar is free.
The program offers that com-

munications is more than the ability to
exchange words—it is the ability to
connect with someone. This program
will provide strategies on improving
overall communication skills while
bonding
with
memory-impaired
individuals.
Registration is requested – call Kim at
PPSC 707-765-8490 to register.
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Glimpses of a Day
With Leadership
On January 20, the PACC Leadership
class participated in Community
Service/Non-Profit Day. The day’s
chairman, Pennylee Christensen, themed
the program “The League of Extraordinary Citizens.” The Day was
sponsored by McKenzie Smith Eagle
West Ins. Agency and Tony Maestri, State
Farm Insurance.
Held at the Petaluma Yacht Club, more
than 17 speakers shared their dedication, information and stories, proving
why Petaluma is so unique and special.

Jim Fitzgerald talked
about the annual efforts
of Christmas Cheer.

Bill Sullivan of the
Petaluma Kiwanis Club
talked about Kiwanis support for kid’s programs.

Pat Landrum told about
Healthy Community
Consortium & Alliance
of Non-Profits.

All Photos courtesy of Victor Kunkel
Photography.

Pennylee Christiansen addresses the
Leadership class at the Petaluma Yacht Club.

Lee Strauss spoke to why
volunteer with Hospice
of Petaluma.

Libby FitzGerald & Jim O’Grady of Petaluma Valley Rotary showing off Steamer
Landing Park and sharing how all three
Rotary Clubs in Petaluma came together
to make this project happen.

Bert Smith of Bert’s
Desserts talked about
the importance of
business owners giving
both their time and/or
their products.

The class ended the day at the Yacht
Club with a happy hour or two.
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Tax Benefits In
Year of Stimulus
Baldwin McGaughey has issued a
newsletter itemizing tax deductions and
tax credits in this year of stimulus
efforts. The text of the newsletter
follows.
New Jobs Credit for California: A
new tax credit of $3,000 for each
additional full-time employee hired is
available to small businesses with 20 or
less employees beginning January 1,
2009. The credit must be claimed on a
timely filed original return received by
the Franchise Tax Board (FTB) on or
before a cut-off date specified by the FTB.
First-time Homebuyer’s Credit: A
credit limit of $8,000 for qualified firsttime homebuyers is available in 2009.
Further, long-time residents who owned
and used the same principal residence
for any 5 consecutive years of the last 8
years prior to purchasing a subsequent
new principal residence, may now
qualify for a tax credit of up to $6,500.
Residential Energy Property
Credit: The new law increases the
energy tax credit for homeowners who
make energy efficient improvements to
their existing homes. The new law
increases the credit rate to 30 percent of
the cost of all qualifying improvements
and raises the maximum credit limit to
$1,500 for improvements placed in
service in 2009 and 2010. The credit
applies to improvements such as adding
insulation, energy efficient exterior
windows and energy-efficient heating
and air conditioning systems.
Residential Energy Efficiency Tax
Credit: This nonrefundable energy tax
credit will help individual taxpayers pay
for qualified residential alternative
energy equipment, such as solar hot
water heaters, geothermal heat pumps
and wind turbines.The new law removes
some of the previously imposed
maximum amounts and allows for a
credit equal to 30 percent of the cost of
qualified property.

American Opportunity Credit:
This credit helps pay for first four years
of College, by modifying the existing
Hope credit for tax years 2009 and 2010,
making it available to a broader range of
taxpayers. Income guidelines are expanded and required course materials
are added to the list of qualified
expenses. Many of those eligible will
qualify for the maximum annual credit
of $2,500 per student.
New Vehicle Purchase Incentive:
New car buyers can deduct the state or
local sales or excise taxes paid on the
purchase of new cars, light trucks, motor
homes and motorcycles. There is no limit
on the number of vehicles that may be
purchased, and eligible taxpayers may
claim the deduction for taxes paid on
multiple purchases. However, the deduction is limited to the tax on up to $49,500
of the purchase price of each qualifying
new vehicle. Qualifying new vehicles
must be purchased, not leased, after Feb.
16, 2009, and before Jan. 1, 2010.
Child Tax Credit: If you have a
dependent child under age 17 at the end
of 2009, you probably qualify for the
child tax credit. This credit, which can
be as much as $1,000 for each qualifying
child, is in addition to the regular $3,650
personal exemption for 2009 you can
claim for each dependent.
Credit for Child and Dependent
Care Expenses: If you pay someone to
care for your child so you can work or
look for work, you probably qualify for
this credit. Normally, your child must be
your dependent and under age 13.
Though often referred to as the child
care credit, this credit is also available if
you pay someone to care for a spouse or
dependent, regardless of age, who is
unable to care for himself or herself. In
most cases, you need to obtain the care
provider’s social security number or
taxpayer identification number and
enter it on your return.

Business Briefs
The sponsors of the 31st Annual Miss
Teenage California Scholarship Pageant, to
be held in Los Angeles April 23-25,
are currently seeking outstanding
young women 13-19 to compete. Visit
www.missteenageca.com.
Bank of Marin announced the
appointment of Augustine Acuna as
Branch Manager for two of the bank’s
three Petaluma branches. Acuna will
split duties between the North
McDowell and Marina locations. Acuna
replaces Faith Giosso, who was pro-

moted to Branch Operations Manager.
Stroller Strides, a Petaluma company
that promotes health and fitness for
prenatal and post-pregnancy moms and
their babies, was recently ranked among
Entrepreneur Magazine’s Franchise 500,
the coveted list that recognizes top
franchises in the nation. The company’s
exercise programs, including Stroller
Strides of Petaluma, not only help moms
stay fit, but also promote entrepreneurship for women.
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Dairy Industry Has Positive
Statewide Economic Impact
A study released by the California Milk
Advisory Board (CMAB) highlights the
dairy industry’s impact on California’s
economy, including the number of jobs
and revenue generated from a typical
dairy farm in one year. In 2008, the latest
year for which figures are available,
California’s largest agriculture commodity was responsible for creating a
total of 443,574 jobs and $63 billion in
economic activity for the state.
The typical California dairy cow and
farm stimulates a positive ripple effect
throughout the state, according to the
research conducted by J/D/G Consulting
Inc., an independent dairy industry
research firm based in Florida.
Specifically, a typical dairy farm in
California generates $33.1 million in
economic activity and 232 jobs in the
state, including ‘on-the-farm’ and
‘beyond-the-farm’ jobs like milk tanker
drivers, grocery store clerks, feed
farmers and employees at milk
processing and cheese plants, among
others.
When compared to the impact of
other notable California industries, the
dairy industry provides more economic
stimulus and jobs to the state yearly than
either the iconic motion picture/
television or wine industries. The most
recent statistics available for these
industries show that the motion
picture/television industry contributes

From March 1 to 31, Curves of
Petaluma will collect non-perishable
items and monetary donations for food

The Redwood Empire Small Business Development Center (SBDC)
offers free business counseling to small businesses.

$35 billion and 208,230 jobs (2007) and
the wine industry provides $59 billion
and 330,000 jobs (2008).

• Develop a business plan
• Review & enhance an existing business plan

And they’re doing so in a sustainable
manner. California’s dairy producers are
subject to the most stringent environmental regulations in the U.S. In 1997,
the industry partnered with governmental agencies and academia to create
the California Dairy Quality Assurance
Program (CDQAP), a voluntary partnership providing education and resources
for dairy producers to navigate and
comply with the state’s myriad of
environmental regulations as well as
providing information on animal health
and welfare, food safety and emergency
preparedness.

A representative from the SBDC will be at the Petaluma
Area Chamber of Commerce office every other Tuesday.
For more information and an appointment,
contact Santana MacInnes at (707) 524-1770.

The program was recognized with
California’s highest and most prestigious
environmental honor, the Governor’s
Environmental and Economic Leadership Award (GEELA) and is considered a
model of how an industry can work in
partnership with governmental agencies
for the betterment of the environment.
California’s
dairy
industry
is
comprised of dairy families, many who
have been in the business for
generations. The dairy families were
responsible for producing more than 41
billion pounds of milk in 2008, a figure
that is expected to exceed 46 billion
pounds by 2020.

Business Briefs
The 2010 US Census is recruiting
part-time, temporary census takers at
$20/hr. now. These jobs offer good pay,
flexible hours and paid training. Call
1-866-861-2010 for more information
and to schedule a test locally. Tests are
available in English and Spanish,
bilinguals are encouraged to apply.
There’s a practice test available at
google.uscensuspracticetest.

FREE Business Counseling

banks in the local area. Members who
donate a bag of groceries or make a
minimum donation of $30 during the
month of March will receive a reusable
Curves grocery freezer bag for free. Nonmembers who do likewise between
March 8 and 20 can join Curves for free.
An Easter Egg Hunt with children’s
activities will be hosted by Petaluma
Sunrise Rotary.The event for children 12
and under is free and takes place
Saturday, March 27, at the Sonoma-Marin
Fairgrounds, 10am -12pm, rain or shine.

More than 50 alums of the
Leadership Petaluma program gathered at Taps in February for socializing and in
the process raising $200 for
the Tomorrows Leaders Today
program. Pictured above are,
LtoR, Giselle Rue, Onita
Pellegrini, Sharon Medley,
Joan Bunn, Lori Pearce, and
Nancy Cooley. The group’s next mixer is scheduled for April 16. Applications for
next year’s class, which starts in August, are now being accepted.

Don Bennett
& Associates

Make every day special
when you wake up to
your own select blend
or let us make it for you
at our espresso cart!

Advertising & PR Consulting
Writing & Editing Services
Weekdays from 7:30 to 5:30
Saturdays from 8:00 to 4:00

763-5343
dcbenn@aol.com

Petaluma Coffee & Tea
212 2nd St., south of D, in the Theater District • 763-2727
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Members
New Members
Kresky Signs
Cecelia Brown
429 First Street
Petaluma, CA 94952
Marin County Sidewall Company
Peter Sutton
601 Galland Street
Petaluma, CA 94952
Petaluma Community Access
John Bertucci
205 Keller Street, Ste. 102
Petaluma, CA 94952
Petaluma Finger Prints
Brian Ballatore
110 Kentucky Street
Petaluma, CA 94952
Red Rock Pools
Robert Nyden
5438 Alta Monte Drive
Santa Rosa, CA 95404
Renaissance Man Home Repair
Mike Hamrick
Petaluma, CA 94952
Riverview
Bob Dickson
196 Mission Drive
Petaluma, CA 94952
Tara Firma Farms
Anastasia Schuster
3796 I Street Extension
Petaluma, CA 94952

Renewing Members
AAA Insurance/AAA Travel Agency
Able Fence Company
Adams Moving
Adobe Creek Funeral Home
Airport Express
American AgCredit, FLCA
Archaeological Resource Service
ATL Events
Bank of Marin, North McDowell Blvd.
Barbara's Bakery
Barlow Printing
Benevolent & Protective Order of Elks
Better Business Bureau, Inc.
Big O Tires #70
Brandner Veterinary Hospital, Inc.

Circle Bank, President's CircleBronze Level
Cowboy Up, Inc. DBA 256 North
Events Center
Dairy Delivery, Inc.
Digilock Security People, Inc.
Edward Jones Investments, Jim Becker
Gale's Central Club
Gallery One - Contemporary Art
Golden Living Center
Haus Fortuna
Heritage Homes of Petaluma
Hotel Petaluma - Apartments
Hover Insurance Services, Inc.
Mahoney Davison Co.
McKenzie Smith Eagle West Insurance
Services LLC
Merlone Geier Partners/Deer Creek
Village, President’ Circle, Bronze Level
MV Transportation
Nelson Staffing
Old Adobe Union School District
Out West Garage
Paula R. Gardner, D.D.S.
Petaluma Auto Body Shop, Inc.
Petaluma Downtown Association
Petaluma Museum Association
Petalumen's Lighting Company LLC
Raley's Supermarket
risibisi Restaurant - Wine Bar
RiverTown Feed & Pet Country Store, Inc.
Save Energy Company
Soft Shell
Springfield Place - Retirement Community
Spurgeon Painting, Inc.
Stony Point Rock Quarry, Inc.
Tres Hombres Long Bar & Grill
Women's Cancer Awareness Group

Long-Time Members
Petaluma Auto Body Shop, Inc.,
34 Years
Rosalind Pacciorini
Brandner Veterinary Hospital, Inc.,
26 Years
Barry Santero
Barlow Printing, 25 Years
Patrick Barlow
Edward Jones Investments, 25 Years
Jim Becker
American AgCredit, FLCA, 24 Years
Ruth McClure

Old Adobe Union School District,
23 Years
Dianne Zimmerman
Nelson Staffing, 22 Years
Kelly Hartman
Able Fence Company, 22 Years
Dan Boyd
Adams Moving, 22 Years
Sherri Adams
Gallery One - Contemporary Art,
22 Years
Michael Gonzalez
AAA Insurance/AAA Travel Agency,
21 Years
Marueen Chisholm
ATL Events, 19 Years
Sylvia Parkinson
Big O Tires #70, 19 Years
Randy Scott
Archaeological Resource Service,
18 Years
Katherine Flynn
Heritage Homes of Petaluma,
19 Years
Terry Kosewic
Mahoney Davison Co., 18 Years
Kerry Davison
RiverTown Feed and Pet Country
Store, Inc., 18 Years
Don Benson

Spurgeon Painting, Inc., 17 Years
Karen Spurgeon
Petaluma Museum Association,
17 Years
Joe Noriel
Cowboy Up, Inc. DBA 256 North
Events Center, 15 Years
Wayne Vieler
Petaluma Downtown Association,
15 Years
Marie McCusker
Hotel Petaluma - Apartments,
13 Years
Robert Miller
Hover Insurance Services, Inc.,
12 Years
David Hover
Barbara's Bakery, 10 Years
Jacquie Perlmutter
Paula R. Gardner, D.D.S., 11 Years
Paula Gardner
Out West Garage, 11 Years
Maria do Ceu
Springfield Place - Retirement
Community, 11 Years
Christine Bunce
Adobe Creek Funeral Home,
10 Years
Jeff Lyons
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Calendar – March
Have you checked out our online calendar?
Visit www.petalumachamber.com and click on the Calendar button!

2

Ambassadors
Petaluma Valley Hospital,
Pat Schaefer’s Office
400 N McDowell Blvd.
7:30 A.M.

4

Business After Hours John Nunes Photography
1334 Ross St.
5:30 – 7:30 P.M.

5

Government Affairs/EDC
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
7:30 A.M.

11 Business After Hours -

16 Agribusiness
Sonoma-Marin Fair Conference
Room, 175 Fairgrounds Dr.
12:00 Noon

18 Business After Hours Ambassadors Business Blitz
PACC Office
6 Petaluma Blvd., N., Suite A-2
5:30 – 7:30 P.M.

19 Government Affairs/EDC
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
7:30 A.M.

23 Wake Up Petaluma (RSVP)

Jim Becker & John Tornes,
Edward Jones
Petaluma Arts Center
230 Lakeville Hwy
5:30 – 7:30 P.M.

16 Leadership Alumni

Rooster Run
2301 E. Washington
$20 Members, $25 Nonmembers
RSVP: 762-2785
7:30 – 9:00 A.M.

31 Women in Business Brown Bag
Lunch Seminar
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
12:00 – 1:00 P.M.

PACC Large Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
9:00 – 10:00 A.M.

PETALUMA AREA CHAMBER

OF

COMMERCE

Ambassador Business Blitz
After Hours
Join us for Wine, Food, Fun & 50/50 Raffle

Thursday, March 18th • 5:30 – 7:30pm
Petaluma Chamber of Commerce Office
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2

Hosted by
Wells Fargo, Wagner Health Center, InSphere, Medley Glass Works,
Extreme Pizza, Quality Inn, Mary Kay, GoSmallBiz.com & Floral Fantasies

