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Time Sensitive Material - Deliver by May 5

Current Resident or

Economic Report
Highlights Petaluma

The Chamber now has a “Local
“Economic Report” that provides a
statistical snapshot of our city and its
economy. The report is available  May 1
at the Chamber’s website, petaluma-
chamber.com.

The report was prepared by the
Sonoma County Economic Develop -
ment Board at the request of Chamber
CEO Onita Pellegrini.

EDB Director Ben Stone said his office
prepared the Petaluma study, and one for
Rohnert Park, as a pilot project to
determine need and usefulness in the
local communities. If well-received, he
said, reports could be prepared for each
Sonoma County city annually starting
next year.

Included among the document’s
disclosures are the following:

Median household income in
Petaluma has risen by 32.4% since 2009,
but is expected to rise more slowly in
the next five years, although the
percentage of households earning
between $75,000-$100,000 is expected
to increase by 28.3% in five years.

The population of Petaluma, now held

grew by 10,000 people, but in the past
decade, has only added 2,000 more
residents.

There are 18,727 jobs in Petaluma, a
drop of about 9% since October of 2007.

Taxable sales in Petaluma have been
declining since 2006. Taxable sales fell
7.8% in that period, compared with 6.5%

to a limit of 5% per year, is expected to
grow at only a 2% growth rate over the
next five years.

Petaluma has Sonoma County’s
highest office vacancy rate (41.5%), but
the residential vacancy rate (4%) is well
below the County average, and its retail
vacancy (11.3%) rate joins Rohnert Park
for highest in the county. The industrial
vacancy rate (18.1%) is stable, although
Petaluma joins Santa Rosa for the highest
industrial vacancy rates.

Petaluma’s growth rate has slowed
down since 2001. In the 1990’s, the city

Board Election
Results Announced

Justin HanselMonica Soiland Will Soper Matt White

The ballots have been tallied and the
results of this year’s Board of Directors
meeting reveal that three incumbents
and one challenger were elected from
the eight-candidate field.

The three incumbents are Monica
Soiland of Midstate Construction, Will
Soper of Soper Beels, and Matt White of
Basin Street. The successful challenger is
Justin Hansel of Hansel Auto Group.

Members leaving the Board this year

are long-time member Jeff Mayne and
one-year appointees Thom Knudson and
Deb Padia, who did not seek reelection.

The 15-member Board now has 12
seats filled for the coming Chamber
year. The incoming president will have
three one-year appointments, one of
which, according to by-laws, will be this
year’s president Les Villanyi. The other
two appointees will be announced in
the June issue of Petaluma Business.

Continued on page 6
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Rebecca Scott, 540-0054
Royal Petroleum

Ambassadors
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Hardle and Company
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Petaluma People Services Center
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FitzGerald & Associates

Wake-Up Petaluma
Jim Becker, 778-7780
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Jeff Mayne, 536-6161
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danielcanales@comcast.net
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W.  Thom Knudson*, 763-1911
Behrens, Nelson & Knudson

wtknudson@bnklaw.net

Richard Marzo, 763-1515
Lace House Linen

richard@lacehouselinen.com

Jeff Mayne, 536-6161
Excel Mortgage Solutions

jeff@xlmortgagesolutions.com

Deb Padia*, 792-5102

Tony Sarno*, 664-1400
Keegan & Coppin

tsarno@keegancoppin.com

Will Soper*, 763-3888
Beels Soper LLP, CPAs

wsoper@beels-soper.com

Matt White, 795-4477
Basin Street Properties
matt@basin-street.com

CHAMBER STAFF
762-2785 • Fax 762-4721

Email: pacc@petalumachamber.com
www.petalumachamber.com

Onita Pellegrini*, CEO
Judy Carney, Bookkeeper

Daniella Ellicott*, Member Services
Kathy Brandal, Office Assistant

VISITORS PROGRAM
769-0429 • Fax 283-0528
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* Leadership Petaluma Graduates

Ambassador Profile
Sharon Medley
Medley Glass Works, Inc.

Sharon Medley has been an
Ambassador for the Petaluma Area
Chamber of Commerce for over two
years.  In early 2009 she founded and
currently chairs the Leadership Alumni
committee and she just recently
resigned as chair for the Women in
Business committee after serving for a
year. Sharon was recognized by the
PACC with a “President’s Award – In
appreciation of Service” for 2008-2009.

Sharon and her husband Bill own and
operate their Petaluma based business,
Medley Glass Works Inc.  They specialize
in custom shower enclosures and
custom mirrors. They also provide many
other services such as screens, glass
repairs, cabinet glass, etc.  For a full list of
their services, visit their website at
www.medleyglassworks.com.

Medley Glass Works Inc is a President’s
Circle Member of the PACC. The couple

Sharon
Medley

is actively involved; attending the
monthly Wake Up breakfasts, after hour
mixers, annual installation dinner,
community awards events, etc.  Sharon
graduated from the Leadership program
offered thru PACC in 2008; her husband
is in the current class that will be
graduating this June.

“I enjoy getting to learn about all of
the other businesses in town and
meeting the owners at the Chamber
Mixers.  It’s gratifying to be able to refer
my friends to businesses that I have
been personally connected with”, says
Sharon.  “I have met so many great
people by being involved in the
Chamber of Commerce and I feel very
connected to my community”, she says.

Mixed Bag For
May Wake Up

Google in Petaluma. Saving the
County’s apple industry. Green programs
at the Coast Guard base. New Chamber
board members. All of the above
constitute a mixed bag for the May
edition of Wake Up Petaluma, scheduled
for May 25 at Rooster Run.

City Council member Mike Harris will
address the breakfast group with a talk
about the City’s Technology Committee
and the local Google fiber wars.

the Chamber’s Board of Directors will
be introduced.

Sponsor for the morning is John
Nunes Photography.  

Also on the program is recognition of
new members and a raffle drawing.

Cost for the breakfast is $20 for
Chamber members, $25 for non-
members. Reservations needed – call
762-2785.

Bob Burke and Paula Shatkin of the
Save the Gravensteins and the Slow
Food Community Alliance with Family
Farmers, will talk about their efforts to
revive the hurting gravenstein apple
industry here.

Commander Jeff Good, Facilities
Engineering for US Coast Guard will
present the Green programs at the Coast
Guard Training Center at Two Rock.

And, the newly elected members of

FABulous
Women
Plan May
Shopping

A Petaluma woman’s group known as
the FABulous Women has planned a
special evening of shopping and serv -
ices for women only for Friday, May 28,
from 6-9 pm.

The Chamber’s women members, 
as well as their friends, moms, aunts 
and sisters, are invited to join the May
outing of fun, wine and networking
which is a benefit for the Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation.

The Chamber office will be operations
central for this outing. Participants are
asked to bring a bottle of wine or an
appetizer to share to the Chamber
office.

For additional information contact:
sharon@medleyglassworks.com or lori.
pearce@pressdemocrat.com.
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Editorials & Opinions, Analyses, Commentary, Viewpoints

President’s Message

Do Research,
Then Vote

By Les Villanyi,
President, Petaluma

Area Chamber of
Commerce

Commentary

Along with school graduations this
June, we will also have primary elections
in which we will choose who will go on
to the November election. Besides the
gubernatorial choices, we’ll have various
propositions that may or may not
tangibly affect us. The most important
ones though are the local elections for
city and county seats that definitely do
impact us.

From the forest of signs around
Petaluma and its environs, it seems there
are a lot of people wanting to get
elected. These signs appear to change
position frequently as if someone were
shuffling a deck. Is the sign in front
supposed to connote a frontrunner? I
don’t know. However, I am darned sure I
am going to be prepared to vote
intelligently in this election by studying
what these candidates have done before
and extrapolating what they might do if
elected.

In politics, candidates who can appeal
to the broadest constituency win the
election. In order to do that they have to
please a wide spectrum of sometimes
disparate special interest groups. It is
very important to us as voters and
business owners to know which other
masters these candidates are serving
besides the general population. Also, is
the candidate truly dedicated to doing
the best job or is the position merely a
stepping stone?

The old saying about a leopard not
changing its spots is very apropos here.
If you were unhappy with the
performance of a person in one

Platinum Members Gold Members Silver Members

Ace Shirt & Cap • Circle Bank • Clark Rosen, Coldwell Banker 
Deer Creek Village • Moonware Design

Bronze Members

New Commission
Addresses Regency

When the City Council referred the design of the Regency Shopping Center on
East Washington back to the Planning Commission, there were worries on the
part of many in our community that this may be simply a delaying tactic to
postpone a final vote on the center until after the elections.

These worries were strengthened by the fact that an inexperienced
commission was being thrust into a role previously held by the Site Plan and
Architectural Review Committee.

It is gratifying to note that these worries were unfounded.

Although some members of the Commission have voiced displeasure with the
Regency Project in the past, five of those members acted professionally, letting
their assigned job of working out the details of project design overrule any
personal feelings that they may or may not have had.

Five members of the commission – Dennis Elias, Christopher Arras, Curtis
Johansen, Jennifer Pierre, and Council liaison Teresa Barrett voted to approve the
design and return the project to the City Council for final approval. One member,
Marianne Hurley, voted no. The seventh, Melissa Abercrombie, was required to
abstain because of her prior role with anti-Regency center activities.

This was probably the first major test of the newly-formed Commission, and
the group did a commendable job, not so much for casting a vote which matches
the Chamber’s position on this issue, but instead for not politicizing what is not
supposed to be a political role.

In fact, Council liaison Barrett recognized as much when she essentially said
that she had opposed the project at the Council, had been outvoted, but now felt
the Commission’s role was to implement the Council mandate.

And, in cases like this one, commissions do the best job by giving the city
councils the best design possible considering restraints of the project.
Apparently, the Commission did just that.

As governments for cities like ours in California are designed, policies are set
by elected city council members, who provide a political balance to the city
manager, who actually runs the city. Planning commissions are assigned the role
to determine, among other things, whether or not proposals meet the
requirements of formal planning, such as the General Plan, specific plans that
might exist, and other policy decisions by the council.

In truth, most important planning commission decisions are advisory, or
recommendations to the city council. In any case, the Council almost always has
power to overturn Planning Commission decisions upon appeal.

Difficulty arises, however, if one or more commissioners were to attempt to use
the position to create policy that matches an individual agenda. Those efforts
seldom go anywhere, but they do cause delays and disruption.

It is gratifying to note that five members of the Petaluma Planning Commission,
faced with a political hot potato, proved the critics wrong, and showed the
dedication and skill of commission veterans to move a project, already approved
by the Council, further down the road to reality.

Nancy Cooley,
Agent

position, chances are you will be
unhappy when that person moves on to
another. Similarly, if you didn’t like the
job performance in the past, why re-
elect the person to the same position?
THEY WON’T CHANGE.

However, situations do change and
new thinking is needed. This wonderful
community of ours with its rich history
and vibrant personality is having
problems. You, as business owners in this
challenging economy, certainly realize
this. To get different results we will have
to do things differently. Right now, the
greatest opportunity you have is at the
ballot box. Voting costs you nothing but
can bring a great return on investment.
If you don’t vote, you are giving
someone else the right to make
decisions that will impact you, your
family, your business, and your life.

Look past the rhetoric and the
campaign slogans that are purely
designed to snag your vote. The people
you elect are supposed to work for the
benefit of the entire community – our
community. What does benefit mean? It
means improving the life of every
Petaluman through jobs, tourism, good
schools, decent roads where you don’t
break an axle, thriving businesses.

I have written before about the
concept of responsibility in our life and
in our work. Well, here’s your chance to
practice it. Please be informed about
your choices and look beyond the
immediate. We will have these elected
officials with us for years and we need to
make the right choices.
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Report
Continued from page 1

county-wide.

Petalumans spend more per capita on
housing, computers, education, and
restaurants and considerably less on
apparel than the national average.
Petalumans spend $131 million on food

at home, and $98 million on food away
from home.

Of  the larger school districts in the
County, Petaluma ranks next to last in
the number of English learners in

classrooms – 15.6%. Only the West
Sonoma County Union High has fewer,
with 3.3%. 

SAT scores for college-bound high
school graduates here rank above the
county, state and national averages.

Petaluma’s median home price
decreased about $33,000, or 7.6%,
between 2008-2009. the fourth
consecutive year of decline. The city’s
sales prices average are nevertheless
above the county average. 
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Committee Profile

By Rebecca Scott
Royal Petroleum

This committee is much like a family,
comprised of individuals who trust and
value each other’s input while having
the common goal of maintaining a
positive outlook for the agriculture
industry in Petaluma.  

In 1996 a video was created to
overview the agricultural heritage in
Petaluma where it continues to educate
students both young and mature about
the rich history of the agriculture

industry in the area.  We are currently
working on adding to the existing video
and redistribute the footage to schools
to continue providing a strong message
of where our community first developed
its legacy.  

Each year a tour is provided to the
Leadership Petaluma group to highlight
agricultural businesses in the area as
well as an Ag Day for young students to
learn about the opportunities in the
industry and what is available to them.
Overall our committee is a dedicated set
of individuals who continue to share

Agricultural Business
Committee 

Redwood Credit Union named
Laura Jensen as Business Development
Manager. In her new role, Ms. Jensen will
develop, implement and manage all key
aspects of the Credit Union’s Business
Development efforts, including Select
Employer Group (SEG) programs,
chamber relations and other local
community events and programs in each
of the communities RCU serves. 

In a county-wide effort towards
working to end homelessness and
assisting low income families in Marin
County, Bank of Marin has teamed up
with the Ritter Center to display one of
twenty-five art houses decorated by
some of the county’s most celebrated
artists in a unique fundraising campaign

combining art and culture. 

REC Solar is now offering the Tigo
Energy Maximizer, which is available
exclusively through REC Solar. This is a
new product and a significant product
development in the solar industry.  The
Tigo Energy Maximizer increases solar
efficiency by 8%-20% for solar in stall -
ation and reduces payback times and
improves ROI for residential and
business customers

After only seven years in business,
Petaluma-based senior care agency,
Sequoia Senior Solutions, recently
celebrated the addition of their 1000th
client to their list of North Bay
customers.

Business Briefs

At the Flamez Bar and Grill Ribbon-cutting, Mayor Pamela Torliatt cuts the
ribbon with owner Andy Fahel to her right, surrounded by the Flamez crew.

Have you ever considered upgrading
your business facilities to the latest in
energy-saving technologies but hesitated
to do so because of the high upfront
costs? 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company
(PG&E) offers the New Efficiency
Options (NEO) program to promote
innovative lighting technology that can
reduce energy demand and cut energy
costs significantly enough to generate a
short payback period. These improved
technologies offer the same or better
quality lighting, so business customers
achieve savings without compromise.

For example, recent advances in
lighting technology could reduce
lighting costs from 10 to 35 percent
annually, even if customers already have
T8 lamps and electronic ballasts in their
facilities.

NEO provides design assistance and
cash incentives for the following
technologies: high-lumen, extended-life
T8 lamps and extra-efficient electronic
ballasts; suspended direct/indirect
fixtures; electronically ballasted metal
halides; ceramic metal halide fixtures
and innovative light-emitting diode
(LED) lighting.

NEO incentives often offset the higher

upfront costs of these technologies.
Cash incentives equal $0.07 per
kilowatt-hour (kWh) plus $140 per peak
kilowatt (kW) saved, which can cover
nearly 30 percent of the installation
costs and help reduce the payback
period of a new lighting system. 

In addition, PG&E provides NEO
participants free expert consultation
with professionals who are versed in
state-of-the-art technologies. They will
provide participants with written
specifications customized for their
facilities. The experts will also walk them
through the entire process so they
understand the program and capture
available savings.

Eligible NEO participants include
PG&E non-residential electric distri -
bution customers who pay the public
purpose surcharge found on most
commercial electric accounts, and have
20,000 square feet or more of business
space. Projects must also be innovative
in their design.

For more details on qualifying lighting
technologies, please visit pge.com/
mybusiness/energysavingsrebates/
rebatesincentives/neo/. For ques tions
about eligibility or qualifying measures,
please contact NEO at 1-866-348-2399 or
NEO-Lighting@pge.com.

PG&E Energy Program 
Reduces Business Costs

stories of the past and vision for the
future of agriculture in Petaluma.

This committee is truly devoted to the
agricultural industry in the Petaluma
area.  We are comprised of many
individuals who have volunteered
numerous years of service to the
Chamber.

Mike Tomasini, Bank of the West - 28
years 

Ralph Sartori, Dairy Farmers of America
– too many years to count

Herm Benedetti, Clover Stornetta Farms,
Inc. – 20 years

Margaret Gambonini, GamLake Dairy –
20 years 

Ruth McClure, American AgCredit – 16
years 

Mary Sanchez, Retired, Sonoma-Marin

Fairgrounds – 15 years 

John Ball, Dairy Farmers of America – 14
years 

Edie Cheda, Exchange Bank – 10 years

Judy James, Clover Stornetta Farms, Inc.
– 10 years 

John Martin, Hunt & Behrens Inc. – 5
years 

Rebecca Scott, Royal Petroleum Co. – 5
years

Bill Groverman, Redwood Empire
Appraisal – 5 years 

Jay Palm, Jay Palm’s Saddle Shop – 4
years 

Pat Conklin, Sonoma-Marin Fairgrounds
– 2 years

Cara Parlato, Sonoma –Marin
Fairgrounds – 1 year 
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Adobe Road Wines
At Texas Event

TRG Motorsports associate sponsor
Adobe Road Winery, based in Petaluma,
was front in center in Texas at the
NASCAR Sprint Cup series’ Samsung
Mobile 500 at Texas Motor Speedway. 

At a reception for Texas Governor Rick
Perry and NASCAR champion Bobby
Labonte,  Adobe Road Winery owner
Kevin Buckler was charged with selecting
the wine and food pairings for this special
event. The wine, of course, was Petaluma’s
award-winning Adobe Road.

The winery has a longstanding
association with racing through Buckler,
who fields teams in both the Grand-
American Rolex, American LeMans
Series and the NASCAR Sprint Cup
series and will, once again, be featured as
an associate sponsor on the No. 71 car
driven by Texas-native Bobby Labonte. To
bring the Lone Star State connection full-
circle, Labonte’s car will be sponsored
by the re-election campaign of Texas
Governor Rick Perry.

State Farm Office
Certified As Green

Petaluma  State  Farm  Agent  Nancy
Cooley  has become a  “Certified  Green
Business”  via  the  Sonoma  Green
Business  Program.  She has taken steps
beyond compliance to conserve
resources and help protect the
environment.  

The Sonoma Green Business Program,

operated at the County’s Economic
Development Board, identifies busi -
nesses that have gone above and beyond
legal requirements to operate a business
that has developed a wide range of
environmentally responsible practices.

Nancy held an Earth Day celebration
on April 22. 

Petaluma People Services Center is
looking for about 17 young people ages
14-24, who want the opportunity to
work approximately 28 hours per week
in habitat restoration and other ecology
projects or with community agencies.
The jobs, paying $8 per hour, will start at
the end of June or early July and last 6-8
weeks.

To qualify, applicants must be low-
income and meet certain other criteria.
Young people are encouraged to apply if
they receive, or have received, public
assistance such as CalWORKs, help from
Workforce Investment Act programs, or
participated in foster care, probation, or
gang-prevention services or have a
documented disability or IEP.

Youth Jobs Program
At PPSC 

Celebrating Green Business Certification with a Ribbon-Cutting at Natures Best
Cleaners; Right to Left: Hans Kim, BOGO International Inc.; Liz Chang, owner;
Mayor Pamela Torliatt; and Gus Chang, owner.
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World famous pianist Jura Margulis
gives a Carnegie Hall worthy benefit
concert on May 19 at 7 p.m. at the
Petaluma Museum, in the century old
Carnegie Library at 20 Fourth St. in
historic downtown.

Tickets are on sale now for the rare
northern California appearance that
represents something of a dream match
of artist and venue. Tickets cost $15 for
Petaluma Museum members and $20 for
nonmembers. Proceeds from the
concert, sponsored by Sky Hill Institute,
benefit the Petaluma Museum and

thereby its historic location locally
noted for fabulous acoustics.

Russian-born Margulis has been
recognized for his compellingly
communicative performances, his tonal
range and his virtuosity. He has
performed with the Russian National
Orchestra at the Hollywood Bowl, The
Montreal Symphony Orchestra under
Charles Dutoit, the National Orchestra of
Venezuela, and the Thailand Philhar -
monic Orchestra and the Prague
Symphony Orchestra. 

Pianist Performs
At Petaluma Museum

“Dealing with High Risk Underage
Drinking and Drug Use in Petaluma” is
the title of an educational event
sponsored by Casa Grande High School
and The Petaluma Coalition to Prevent
Alcohol and Other Drug Problems,
scheduled for May 11 at Casa Grande
High, OMU Building, at 7 p.m.

This program is designed for students
and their families to attend together
although it is not required to attend
together.

There will be separate break-out
groups for students to talk and for
parents to ask questions. 

Program attendees can:

• Hear the facts related to high risk
underage alcohol and other
substance use in      Petaluma

• Gain insight into teen development
and teen risk taking 

• Learn about motivations to
use/abuse substances

• Become more aware of problems
related to high risk drinking and
drug use 

• Share ideas on how to support
yourself and your family in leading
healthy lives.

Underage Drinking/Drugs
Subject of May 11 Program

Soper, Harris, Honored
By Business Journal

Chamber Board member Will Soper of
Soper Beels and City Council member
Mike Harris with Cross Check were two
recipients of the North Bay Business
Journal’s Forty under 40 Awards.

The two joined other honorees at an

event April 27 at the Wells Fargo Center
for the Arts in Santa Rosa.

Winners were selected based on 

their leadership in companies and

organizations.

ADVERTISE ON PetalumaChamber.com
Be seen 15,000+ times per month!

Call 762-2785 today for more information.



Don Bennett
& Associates

Advertising & PR Consulting
Writing & Editing Services

763-5343
dcbenn@aol.com Petaluma Coffee & Tea

212 2nd St., south of D, in the Theater District • 763-2727

Make every day special
when you wake up to 
your own select blend 
or let us make it for you 

at our espresso cart!

Weekdays from 7:30 to 5:30
Saturdays from 8:00 to 4:00
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Members

New Members
Afendi's Turkish Grill
Joe Besir
299 North McDowell Blvd.
Petaluma, CA 94954

CMA Conflict Solutions
Michael Cormier
P. O. Box 336
Tomales, CA 94917

Evershield Roofing
William Anderson
405 East D Street
Petaluma, CA 94952

Flamez Bar & Grill
Andy Fahel
701 Sonoma Mountain Parkway
Petaluma, CA 94954

Forget-Me-Not Cakes
Sally Ann McGrath
Petaluma, CA 94954

Lemongrass Thai Cuisine
Malee Magkhang
109 North McDowell Blvd.
Petaluma, CA 94954

N2 Holdings, Inc.
Travis Long
755 Baywood Drive, Ste. 380
Petaluma, CA 94954

Northbay Carpet Care
Leon Lewis
P. O. Box 4301
Santa Rosa. CA 95402

Petaluma Networking Professionals
Dana Davis
Petaluma, CA 94952

Zignz
Theresa Kelley
1514 Bodega Avenue
Petaluma, CA 94952

Renewing Members
AFLAC, Laura Runyeon
Al Stack Auto & Truck Center
Burbank Housing Development Corp.
Cal-West Rentals, Inc.
Clavey River Equipment
Club One
Cottage Gardens of Petaluma
CourseCo, Inc.
Crown Trophy
East Petaluma Animal Hospital
Edward Jones, Shelley Moller
Entrepreneur's Source
Fillinger Insurance
Industrial Carting
Integra Telecom
Ionian Capital

Jim Alexander Financial Consultant
Lagunitas Brewing Company
Larsengines
Louise A Kothe, EA Tax Service
Marilyn Can Travel
Max A. Mickelsen
Midstate Construction Corp.
Mike Hudson Distributing
Mt. Tam Laser & Skin Care
Natures Best Cleaners
Northbay Tax & Financial Services
Panamex Pacific, Inc.
Petaluma Care & Rehabilitation
Petaluma Central Animal Hospital, Inc.
Petaluma Health Center
Petaluma Market
Petalumen's Lighting Company, LLC
RE/MAX Marina Realty
Sonoma County Agricultural
Preservation & Open Space District
Star Staffing
Steven J. Lafranchi & Associates, Inc.
Strozzi Institute
Toby's Trucking, Inc.
Trader Joe's
Vine and Barrell
Vintage Chateau Senior Apartments
Vista International Insurance Brokers
Wedge Roofing, Inc.

Long-Time Members
Al Stack Auto & Truck Center, 

37 Years
Al Stack

Mike Hudson Distributing, 31 Years
George Parisi

Larsengines, 31 Years
Don Larsen

Max A. Mickelsen, 28 Years
Max Mickelsen

Petaluma Care & Rehabilitation, 
24 Years

Sally Shawler

Fillinger Insurance, 23 Years
Steve Fillinger

Cottage Gardens of Petaluma, 
19 Years

Bruce Shanks and Daria Morrill

Midstate Construction Corp., 
17 Years

Monica Soiland

Toby's Trucking, Inc., 17 Years
Toby Giacomini

Cal-West Rentals, Inc., 17 Years
Bridget Doherty

Petaluma Market, 17 Years
James Agium

Steven J. Lafranchi & Associates, 
Inc., 15 Years

Steven Lafranchi

RE/MAX Marina Realty, 14 Years
J. Andrew Paulson

Northbay Tax & Financial Services,
14 Years

Chuck Wolf

Ionian Capital, 13 Years
Stephen Mason

Lagunitas Brewing Company, 
13 Years

Ron Lindenbusch

Jim Alexander Financial 
Consultant, 11 Years

Jim Alexander

East Petaluma Animal Hospital, 
10 Years

Dave Rupiper

Crown Trophy, 10 Years
Mary Tupa

Membership Pays!
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The Redwood Empire Small Business Development Center (SBDC)
offers free business counseling to small businesses. 

• Develop a business plan
• Review & enhance an existing business plan

A representative from the SBDC will be at the  Petaluma 
Area Chamber of Commerce office every other Tuesday. 

For more information and an appointment, 
contact Santana MacInnes at (707) 524-1770.

FREE Business Counseling

Make your marketing dollars
work harder 

Join the Chamber’s President’s Circle.  
Visit www.petalumachamber.com

or call 762-2785 
for more info and sign up today!

Looking Ahead – June

10 Business After Hours - Rooster Run Event Center

17 Leadership Class Graduation

22 Wakeup Petaluma Breakfast

Pre-register for RSVP events: mail a
check, payable to PACC, to: PACC, 
6 Petaluma Blvd. North, #A-2, Peta -
luma, CA 94952. Call 762-2785 for info.

3 Business Education
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
5:00 – 6:30 P.M.

4 Ambassadors
Petaluma Valley Hospital, 
Pat Schaefer’s Office
400 N McDowell Blvd.
7:30 A.M.

7 Government Affairs/EDC
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
7:30 A.M.

11 Women in Business Breakfast
Seminar - RSVP
Petaluma Woman’s Club
518 B St.
$25/members, $30/non-members
($5 extra at door for non-RSVP)
RSVP: 762-2785
7:15 – 9:00 A.M.

18 Leadership Alumni
PACC Large Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
9:00 – 10:00 A.M.

18 Agribusiness
Sonoma-Marin Fair Conference
Room, 175 Fairgrounds Dr.
12:00 Noon

20 Business After Hours - 
Best Western Petaluma Inn
200 S. McDowell Blvd.
5:30 – 7:30 P.M.

21 Government Affairs/EDC
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
7:30 A.M.

25 Wake Up Petaluma (RSVP)
Rooster Run
2301 E. Washington
$20 Members, $25 Nonmembers
RSVP: 762-2785
7:30 – 9:00 A.M.

31 Memorial Day - 
PACC Offices Closed

Have you checked out our online calendar? 
Visit www.petalumachamber.com and click on the Calendar button!

The Petaluma Area Chamber of
Commerce is now booking
Business After Hours and Ribbon
Cuttings for 2010. Call 762-2785
today to get onto the calendar.

You can also do a joint event
with one or more businesses. 
Call today to find out how PACC
can help keep your business
thriving.

OPEN
PLEASE

COME IN

(707) 762-2785 • www.petalumachamber.com

Make your business THRIVE

Calendar – May




