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Balloting This Month
For Board Elections
Six candidates are contending to
serve on the Petaluma Chamber
Board of Directors for the coming
Chamber year. Four Board seats are
vacant.
Incumbent Justin Hansel is
running for a second full term. Elece
Hempel and Todd Mendoza were
appointed to fill unexpired terms
due to resignations, and Tony Sarno,
Shelly Moller, and Dan Ancheta are
completing one year presidential
appointments. Monica Soiland is
leaving the Board.
The ballots, also including
candidate statements, will be mailed

May 3, and the deadline for returning
ballots to the Chamber is May 17.
Four candidates will be selected by
this process to help constitute next
year’s 15-member Board of Directors.
Terms are for three years. Each
year, three additional members are
appointed to one-year terms by the
incoming Chamber president.
The names of the four members
elected to the Board will be
announced in the June issue of
Petaluma Business, available June 1.
Then, a nominating committee
will make its recommendations

for next year’s Chamber officers to
the Board at the June 10 meeting,
officers will be elected, and the new
President will make the three oneyear appointments.
The Board and the new officers will
be installed at the annual lunch on
June 27.
On July 12, the Board will meet in
its annual retreat to formulate plans
and goals for the coming year.
The
candidates,
alphabetically:

presented

Dan Ancheta
Bank of Marin

A native of Petaluma, Dan Ancheta
is Vice President, Market Manager
for Bank of Marin in Petaluma and
is an experienced business banker
and community leader. Currently on
the Petaluma Chamber of Commerce
Board and Chairman of the Economic
Development Committee, he also
serves as Treasurer of the Petaluma
River Board and is on the Steering
Committee for the Sonoma County
Backroad Challenge, benefiting the
Petaluma Sunrise Foundation.
Ancheta attended Sonoma State
University, graduating with a degree
Continued on page 6

Save the
Date!
The Chamber’s annual lunch
to install new officers and Board
members is set for Thursday,
June 27, at the Social Club, 132
Keller Street. The luncheon
includes Petaluma fried chicken,
mashed potatoes, sage gravy
and jalapeno cabbage slaw with
dessert and a no host bar.

The Leadership Petaluma class pauses for a picture at Cinnabar during the April all-day outing. The group, participating
in Art and Tourism Day, also visited the Petaluma Art center, Quality Inn and Sheraton hotels. They heard presentations on the County tourism marketing program, the Petaluma Visitors program, and area attractions Sonoma Horse
Park and Sonoma Raceway.

The cost is $30 per person,
and paid reservations are required by 6/20/13. Reserve by
calling 762-2785, or online at
petalumachamber.com. Click
on the Events link. Raffle tickets
available at $1 each or 30 tickets
for $20.
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Ambassador Profile

Petaluma BUSINESS
www.petalumachamber.com

Kathleen Stafford
Pongo’s Kitchen & Tap
Kathleen Stafford has a passion for
her role as a Petaluma Area Chamber
of Commerce Ambassador: Building
recognition for local Petaluma
businesses.
Kathleen has joined with her
current husband Lawrence and
her ex-husband Pongo in a new
endeavor: Pongo’s Kitchen & Tap.
Pongo’s has been open for 2 years
and is in the G&G shopping center on
Sonoma Mtn. Pkwy next to Starbucks.
The restaurant specializes in Thai
food and also has a great mix of
other types of food including a full
kids menu. Pongo’s has been in the
restaurant business for 30 years and
has Thai food as well as Italian food
expertise. Kathleen’s reason as to
why she formed this unusual team;
well to her it’s very simple, “It was
time to come together, we are raising
children who will need to work and
earn money for college, what better
place to do that than our own family
restaurant.”
Petaluma People’s
Choice Awards has voted Pongo’s
Best Asian Restaurant in 2013 and
Best New Restaurant in 2012.
Kathleen still shares a passion for
teaching children about saving money
and setting financial goals from all
her years in the banking industry. In
fact the opening of Pongo’s Kitchen &
Tap hopefully shows her three sons
Nick, age 16 and Tony and Jesse, age

12 that in this day in age you build
your own future. “Without budgeting
and understanding money we
wouldn’t have been able to do this”.
It’s a family affair at this restaurant,
all hands on deck. Kathleen and
Lawrence are serving guests while
Pongo creates magic and passes his
secrets down to the boys.
Now more than ever Kathleen
understands the importance of
community focus and being involved
in Petaluma. “It’s a great town and
my home it just made sense to open
our business here.” She joined the
Chamber through her connections in
banking but stays with the Chamber
because of her local focus. Kathleen’s
goal as her role as an Ambassador
is she wants the public to discover
Petaluma businesses “There are
so many great people working and
running businesses in this city, buy
local, eat local, and spend local,
discover Petaluma.”
She asked to “Let me introduce
some of the other hard-working
Petaluma Area Chamber of Commerce
Ambassadors:”
• J
 im Alexander, Financial
Consultant
• D
 aniel Canales, Insphere
Insurance Solutions
• L
 aurie Cameron, Wake Up
Enterprises

Forum to Discuss State
Economic Development
The first Sonoma County forum
designed to highlight state-level
policies aimed to encourage local
business success and job growth will
be held May 16 at the Santa Rosa
Hilton from 4-6 p.m.

private sectors, who will discuss
current efforts at the state-level,
and how they have found success
in dealing with challenges, past and
present.

This is one of 15 local forums to
take place across the state. Discussion
points from these forums will inform
the agenda for a statewide event in
Los Angeles, December 2013.

Attendees will have an opportunity
to engage with the panelists, and
to use interactive voting devices
to register their priorities in the
areas of workforce, infrastructure,
regulations, and other topics.

A panel discussion will feature
individuals from the public and

The program is presented by the
Economic Development Board.

President
Katie Kerns Davis*, 557-7045
PG&E
kmkz@pge.com

Kathleen
Stafford

• Gail Cardaropoli Benefield Realty
• Mary Celestre, Summit State Bank
• David Donaldson, Chiropractor
• Jean Gee, Quality Inn
• Susy McGovern, Eliot James Salon
• S
 andy Pariani, First Community
Bank
• Sandy Proteau, Herbalife
• M
 arianne Rebullida, Wells Fargo
Business Banker
• Gisele Rue, Small Biz Help 4 You
• Esther Schau, Consultant

Chamber
Committees
Call 762-2785 for
more information.
Agri-Business
Ruth McClure, 793-9023
American AgCredit, FLCA
Ambassadors
Daniel Canales, 781-9483
Insphere Insurance Solutions

First Vice President
W. Thomas Griffith, CIC, 766-2282
Ramatici Insurance, Inc.
tom@ramaticiins.com
Second Vice President
Tony Sarno*, 664-1400
Cushman & Wakefield of California
tony.sarno@cushwake.com
Immediate Past President
Ron Malnati*, 769-2294
Exchange Bank
malnatir@exchangebank.com
DIRECTORS
Dan Ancheta*, 781--2207
Bank of Marin
danancheta@bankofmarin.com
Justin Hansel, 543-7353
Hansel Auto Group
jhansel@hanselauto.com
Judy James*, 280-5427
Republic Services
judy.james@republicservices.com
W. Thom Knudson*, 763-1911
Behrens, Nelson & Knudson
wtknudson@bnklaw.net
Wayne Leach*, 795-4764
CSW/Stuber-Stroeh Engineering Group
waynel@cswst2.com
Richard Marzo, 763-1515
Lace House Linens
richard@lacehouselinens.com

Jim Alexander, 762-2818
Financial Consultant

Todd Mendoza*, 769-4303
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
tmendoza@cbnorcal.com

Business/Education
Dennis Hardle, 763-5348
Hardle and Company

Shelly Moller, 763-3006
Edward Jones
shelly.moller@edwardjones.com

Economic Development

Dan Ancheta, 781-2207
Bank of Marin
Government Affairs
Wayne Leach, (415) 883-9850
CSW/Stuber-Stroeh Engineering
Group
Leadership Petaluma Program
Call the Chamber for info, 762-2785
Petaluma Young Professionals
Network

Kyle Restad, 772-5199
Restad Financial Planning
Wake-Up Petaluma
Call the Chamber for info, 762-2785
Women in Business
Shelly Moller, 763-3006
Edward Jones

Petaluma Business ads are sales boosters! An economic way to reach more than 700 businesses monthly.
Call the Chamber, 762-2785 for specifics & discount rates.

Monica Soiland Nelson, 762-3022
Midstate Construction
monicas@midstateconstruction.com
Todd Tamura*, 773-3737
Tamura Environmental, Inc.
todd@tamuraenv.com
CHAMBER STAFF
762-2785 • Fax 762-4721
Email: pacc@petalumachamber.com
www.petalumachamber.com
Onita Pellegrini*, CEO
Judy Carney, Bookkeeper
Daniella Ellicott*, Member Services
Kathy Brandal, Office Assistant
* Leadership Petaluma Graduates
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Commentary

County Power
Decision Has
Unanswered
Questions
The Sonoma County Board of
Supervisor has voted to move
forward with its plan to make
County government the provider of
electricity.
The Chamber currently has no
position on this issue, neither pro
nor con. However, the Government
Affairs committee has been applying
intense scrutiny to various aspects
of this proposal, and the overall
consensus is that there are more
questions than there are answers,
and that the County seems to be
moving with undue haste.
Meanwhile, there are questions
that need answers. They include:
1. How reliable is the data showing
the County can provide electricity
at about the same price level as
PG&E? Were those figures arrived
at internally, or are they a product
of an independent firm noted for
its expertise in these matters? In
California, and particularly so in
Sonoma County, any business
proposing a major project must
conduct any number of studies to
analyze the impact of their proposals.
Has the County held itself to the same
standards?
2. Has the County performed an
in-depth analysis of electricity needs
as our technology changes over the
coming decades? As we become
less dependent upon fossil fuels for
transportation and other uses, we will
most likely be turning to electricity.
Has the County proposal considered
rapidly accelerating need, based on
the future, not current usage?
3. Is the need really there? The
driving force behind the County plan
is to use renewable energy and reduce
the carbon footprint, admirable goals
by any measure. But, it is a matter
of record that PG&E is also pursuing
those same goals, and currently has
a proposal for this at the State Public
Continued on page 14

President’s Message

New Shopping Centers are
Big Boost for Community
The May 2 groundbreaking for the
Deer Creek Village Shopping Center
on North McDowell represents
closure for efforts to get an adequate
retail shopping base in Petaluma.
A diversity of shopping opportunities has been a top Chamber
priority for decades. This organization
has consistently advocated for an
economic development strategy that
considered, among other factors,
the level of municipal tax revenues
needed to provide the level of services
necessary to maintain our quality of
life.
If there is any question that
Petaluma has been lacking shopping
opportunities in a number of areas,
the chart released by Ingrid Alverde,
the city’s economic development
director, should remove that doubt.
That chart is printed elsewhere in
this issue of Petaluma Business.
That chart compares how our
community spends its disposable
income compared to other Bay Area
communities. In other words, are we
shopping locally? Conversely, it shows

when our sales tax capture exceeds
other communities, indicating we are
attracting out of town spending.
First, our spending locally on
department stores is only 36% of
the Bay Area average; furniture/
appliance stores are only 48%; liquor
stores, 35%; retail building materials,
59%. Surprisingly, despite our huge
selection of restaurants here, we
are still only 85% of the average in
sales tax capture in the restaurants
category.
This tax leakage to other cities has
been a critical factor in shortfalls in
our city revenues available to address
a number of issues, including street
repair and playing fields, among
many funding demands.
But, with the advent of the Regency
Center and Deer Creek Village, many
of these negative numbers can be
expected to improve drastically.
There are also areas where
Petaluma exceeds the Bay Area
average, and most notable is in new
car sales, where our sales tax income

By Katie Kerns
Davis, President,
Petaluma Area
Chamber of
Commerce

is 239% of the average. Most curious,
however, is the fact our sales tax for
used car sales is only 24% of average.
Other areas where we exceed our
Bay Area neighbors include food
markets, florist/nursery, and apparel
stores.
So, the advent of Friedman
Brothers, Target, and the other stores
which will fill a local retail void are
indeed welcome.
On a different subject, ballots for
the election to the Chamber Board of
Directors are being mailed, and you
are urged to cast your vote and return
the ballots to the Chamber by the
close of business on May 17.
And, don’t forget the annual lunch
on June 27. This year we are having
it at the Social Club, downtown on
Keller Street. It promises to be an
entertaining event and a chance to
hear what’s on tap for the Chamber
in the coming year.
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Elections
from page 1

Elece Hempel
Petaluma People Services Center
As Executive Director of PPSC, I
am able to bring a comprehensive
understanding of Petaluma and a
passion to represent the Chamber.
When I was asked to complete the
term of a Board Member I did not
hesitate to say yes. As a member of
the board my perspective helps meld
the needs and issues that are faced by
business in Petaluma with programs
and social services that are provided
by many of our local non-profits in
Petaluma.

My wife, three children, and I have
now settled in and made Petaluma

I am active in the Petaluma
community and like to be involved
with organizations that benefit and
improve our area. I’m currently in the
Petaluma Sunrise Rotary Club and
serve on their board. I served on the
board for Petaluma People Services
from 2005-2010.
Todd Mendoaz
Coldwell Banker
live and work within the Petaluma
community over the last 15 years. As
a Board Member for the Chamber
this last year, it has brought an even
deeper understanding of how to
provide resources to our diverse
business community that work well
with Petaluma’s General Plan and
economic goals.

Dan Ancheta
Bank of Marin
in Business Administration and is
currently enrolled in Sonoma State’s
MBA program. Ancheta graduated
from the Petaluma Area Chamber of
Commerce’s Leadership Class of
2010 and was on the Founding Committee of the Petaluma Young Professionals Network. In his spare time,
Dan enjoys backpacking in the High
Sierra and exploring wine country.

Justin Hansel
Hansel Auto Group
As an active member of the
local business community, I am
seeking an opportunity to put my
expertise to work for all supporters
of the Petaluma Area Chamber of
Commerce. After receiving a Bachelor
of Science degree in Economics
from Santa Clara University, I spent
six years working for Wells Fargo
Bank in San Francisco. In 2002, I
decided to move to Petaluma and
began working for my family in the
Retail Automotive Business. Today,
I am the Vice President and General
Manager of the Hansel Auto Group,
with nine locations in Petaluma and
Santa Rosa.

in Petaluma. I really enjoy working
with individuals and local business
owners in Petaluma. I have been in
the financial industry for over 25
years.

our home. We are committed to
making this a socially vibrant and
business friendly community. I am
currently a Board Member of the Boys
and Girls Club of Marin and Southern
Sonoma Counties, the United Way
of the Wine Country, and the Wells
Fargo Community Advisory Board,
as well as a member of several Dealer
Advisory Boards for Ford Motor
Company. I ask for your support
in re-electing me to the Petaluma
Area Chamber of Commerce Board
of Directors.

Prior to my work at PPSC I was
Chief of Staff at a venture capital
firm in San Francisco. Serving on
the Chamber Board has allowed me
to use my years of experience in
marking and general management to
help serve the membership.   
For the past eight years I have
had the honor to represent the
chamber membership in various
roles; currently serving on the Board,
Government Affairs Committee,
Economic Development Committee,
and yearly I host the Health and
Human Services Day program for
Leadership. I love that I get to MC the
Leadership Graduation.
Todd Mendoza
Coldwell Banker
I have been fortunate enough to

I have served on the Petaluma
Chamber Board since last year and this
has given me a greater understanding
of the resources that are available
and the commitment to working with
local businesses. I am also co-chair of
the Women in Business Committee
for the Petaluma Chamber.

Petaluma has many resources and
unique features that attract commerce
and people for the continued support
of our local businesses. It is important
to me to continue fostering economic
growth while working together with
the business, government and public
sectors.
Community affiliations include:
Petaluma Council of Realtors, Board;
State Director for California Assn.
of Realtors, and Sonoma County
Open Space District (Ag Preservation
and Open Space) I am committed
to a vital and thriving Petaluma and
would appreciate the opportunity to
continue to serve in my role with the
Chamber.

Shelly Moller
Edward Jones Investments
I joined Edward Jones as a
financial advisor in 2008 and my
office is located on Fourth Street

Tony Sarno
Cushman and Wakefield
I was born and raised in Petaluma,
attending Casa Grande High schooI
and my wife and I are raising our
three children here. I have been
involved in local commercial real
estate for going on ten years by way of
time spent with local developer Basin
Street Properties and since then have
been working in brokerage, first with
Keegan and Coppin and currently
with Cushman and Wakefield.
I’ve been fortunate to be on the
Petaluma Area Chamber of Commerce
board for seven years and look
forward for the opportunity to serve
for even longer. One of my goals is to
not just live in a community, but to
be an active part. I have experienced
a dynamic ebb and flow over my
time on the Board as it relates to this
City, but Petaluma is in the midst of
an exciting economic recovery and
I eagerly wait for what the next few
years have in store.
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Letter to the
Editor

What this means for our
mentorships is that we will be able
to continue to bring new and exciting
opportunities for them, we will
continue to give them the support
and guidance they need and we will
be able to reach out and offer MORE
of what they need. For the 80 kids
now on our waiting list, the success
of the Ball will mean that we will be
able to make Mentor Recruitment a
priority again. Stay tuned for more
details about what I feel is a state of
emergency. We cannot keep 80 kids
waiting…..not on my watch.
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Supervisor Rabbitt’s
District Meetings

Dear Friends:
Happy Spring! We are still reeling
from the excitement of the Mad
Hatter Ball! In case you have not
heard the excellent news, thanks
to our wonderful Board, staff,
volunteers, sponsors and donors, we
had our best event ever, raising over
$100,000!

May 2013

Are you a cyclist???? Ride for MMP
at the Sonoma County Backroad
Challenge, Sunrise Rotary’s annual
bike race on May 18th! I have provided
the link below so you can choose your
course and get registered!!! We will
also be hosting a water stop and vying
for the top prize. You will recognize
all your favorite MMP staff and Board
in Mad Hatter Garb…come RIDE
for a good cause or come VOTE for
us, or come do a shift at our water
stop. Please call, 778-4798 or email
us, info@mentormepetaluma.org to
sign up! It will be a gorgeous day and
LOTS of FUN!
Mentor Me Petaluma

Second District Supervisor David
Rabbitt is continuing his District
meetings opportunities. These
meetings are set by appointment
through his office and are held
throughout the Second Supervisorial
District every Friday. Supervisor
Rabbitt is continuing this effort from
2011 and 2012 as part of an ongoing
effort to provide easy access for
constituents.

how we can be working together on
community issues. Holding meetings
in the District makes it easier for folks
who may not be able to trek up to the
County Campus in Santa Rosa.”

Supervisor Rabbitt commented,
“I enjoy every opportunity to sit
down and meet with people from
our District and hear firsthand

To schedule an appointment, please
contact Andrea Krout at (707) 5653754 or email her at: Andrea.Krout@
sonoma-County.org

Residents are invited to ask the
Supervisor about County issues and
specifics related to South County’s
District 2 which includes; Petaluma,
Penngrove, Cotati and portions of
Rohnert Park.

ADVERTISE ON

PetalumaChamber.com

Be seen 15,000+ times
per month!

Call 762-2785 today for more information.

Large or Small...to us you
are just right!
Golden Eagle Branch
2 E. Washington Street
707.762.5556

Parkway Plaza Branch
701 Sonoma Mountain Parkway
707.766.1541

Local Bank. Local Lenders
www.exchangebank.com

We have a wide
variety of loan
products available
for a business
your size
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WAKE UP PETALUMA
A program of the Petaluma Area Chamber of Commerce

Tuesday, May 28, 2013 • 7:30–9:00 a.m.
Rooster Run Event Center, 2301 East Washington Street

WHAT ARE THE LASTEST TRENDS IN TOURISM
David Scott, CEO Sheraton Hotel Petaluma, will bring us up to date on the trends he sees in the
tourism market and what is in store for the travel season.

A NEW HOTEL FOR DOWNTOWN PETALUMA
New upscale hotel in Petaluma’s future, learn all about it from the owner, Ross Jones. Corner of
Petaluma Blvd and B Street will be its location.

AZARI VINEYARDS
Presenting the Petaluma Gap and one of its newest vineyards - Azari. Chris Albin, will explain the
incredible things the region is doing and his exciting new venture into the Petaluma wine community.

AND NOW A WORD FROM OUR NON-PROFITS
Local Non-Profits & Community groups have an opportunity to speak at our open mike.
Hear what is happening in our town.

RSVP/Register online at www.petalumachamber.com or call 707-762-2785
$20-Members/$25 Non-members

Business Briefs
Bank of Marin Bancorp, “Bancorp”
(NASDAQ: BMRC), parent company
of Bank of Marin, announced
first quarter 2013 earnings of $4.9
million, compared to $4.7 million in
the fourth quarter of 2012, and $4.9
million in the first quarter of 2012.
Diluted earnings per share totaled
$0.89 in the first quarter, compared
to $0.86 in the prior quarter and
$0.91 in the same quarter a year ago.
On Tuesday, June 4th, from 7:30
to 8:30 PM, at the monthly meeting
of the Petaluma Arts Association,
Bay Area artist Linda Donohue will
speak on “Online Marketing and
Sales to Grow an Art Business.” She
will share her story of successful
selling online through Etsy and
incorporating online marketing
through Social Media to grow an
art business. She will cover artist’s
website, Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest
and Houzz and touch on the basics of
Etsy selling.
The Petaluma Arts Association
Meetings are held at the Petaluma
Art Center on the corner of Lakeville
and Washington in the Red Building
in the classroom. Doors open at 6 for
visiting and fellowship and setup.
Business meeting from 6:30 to 7:15
followed by coffee break. Program
from 7:30 to 8:30, the public and
potential members are always
welcome!

PLUS: 50-50 Raffle ~ PACC Announcements ~ Introduction of New Members

A SPECIAL THANKS TO THIS MONTH’S SPONSOR:
Bank of Marin – President’s Circle Platinum Member

Leadership Alums
Plan Annual Mixer
Petaluma Chamber Leadership
Alumni please note. The annual
mixer is scheduled for Tuesday,
May 21, 2013, from 5:00 PM 7:00 PM
The event will be held at the
Petaluma Yacht Club at 10 C
Street, with parking across the
street in the public garage.
Appetizers will be served, and
there will be a no host bar (cash
only) .

Check online or look for your electronic copy every month.

All graduates of the Leadership
Petaluma program, as well
as prospective enrollees, are
invited.
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BEST Director To Be Speaker
At Women in Business Event

Carolyn Stark, Executive Director,
Sonoma County’s BEST program

The June speaker for the Chamber’s
Women in Business breakfast will be
Carolyn Stark, executive director of
Sonoma County’s Building Economic
Success Together (BEST) program.

Stark will speak about creating
a strong, vibrant, and supportive
Sonoma County business climate
through retention and expansion.
As the founding executive director
of Sonoma County’s BEST initiative,
she implements a strategic plan that
calls for creating more than 2,500
direct jobs, and 4,100 total jobs, over
a 5-year period.

pre-register (cost is $5 more at the
door). In addition to the speaker
presentation, admission includes
a full breakfast and networking
opportunities.

Come and bring your business
colleagues, neighbors, and friends to
gain insights on how your business
strategies fit into Sonoma County’s
economic “big picture.”

June’s breakfast presentation is
sponsored by Kaiser Permanente, the
only health plan to earn the highest
possible clinical-quality rating in
California (for the fifth straight year)!

Cost & Registration
This Women in Business’ breakfast
takes place from 7:15-9:00 a.m. on
Wednesday, June 12, at the Petaluma
Woman’s Club, 518 B Street. The
cost is $25 for Chamber members
and $30 for non-members who

Register online via the Petaluma
Chamber Website or by calling 707762-2785.
Sponsorships

Future sponsorships are available
for $150, including a 5-minute
“infomercial” about your business,
and a 1/8 page ad ($95 value) in
Petaluma Business newsletter. For
more information, contact WIB
Sponsor Chair Rebecca G. Kagin,
Attorney, at 707-765-1111.

“BEST” Breakfast
Wednesday
June 12, 2013
7:15 – 9:00 a.m.
Petaluma Woman’s Club
518 B Street

Register now!
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City Newsletter Discusses
Economic Development
Ingrid
Alverde,
economic
development director for the City of
Petaluma, has issued a newsletter
discussing various aspects of
development in Petaluma. Following
are excerpts from the current edition
that should be of interest to Chamber
members.
City Approves 2-Year Work
Plan
On March 4, 2013, Petaluma’s City
Council approved a list of goals and
priorities for the City for the next
two years. The program focuses on
Public Safety, Financial Stability,
Effectiveness & Decision Making, A
Healthy & Sustainable Community,
and Capital Projects. City staff
will be working collectively, across
departments to accomplish these
citywide goals.
The City will continue to focus
on Public Safety by broadening
the view of what safety means for
Petaluma. In addition to focusing on
a Community Policing model and by
exploring fire partnerships, the City
will also work to improve streets and
lighting, address flood control needs,
and expand transit throughout the
City. City staff will be studying each
of its funds, forecasting revenues,
and expenses and exploring ways to
increase revenues to assure a secure
financial future for the City. Staff
will also be updating its plans and
codes to streamline development
as well as updating system and
utility plans needed to support

future development. Staff will be
streamlining its record keeping,
looking at ways to expand public
private partnerships and holding
workshops once a month to allow
the City Council and the community
time to think through large issues
and explore various approaches and
options early on in the process.
Finally, the City will focus on
completing
improvements
to
the 101 that support the freeway
widening, installing new lighted,
multi-purpose fields, studying the
options for improving the historic
trestle downtown and replacing aging
facilities throughout the City.
City Sales Taxes, Vacancies
Improving
Sales Taxes were up in the 3rd
quarter of 2012 by 6.6% over the
same quarter in 2011. Transportation
and Construction businesses showed
the most improvement at 8.8% and
7.9% improvement over the same
quarter in 2011. Food products
showed the slowest growth at 4.1%
over 2011. The California New Car
Dealers Association reports that
sales of new vehicles are up 26% for
the first nine months of 2012. The
California Department of Finance
reports that Civilian Employment in
August of 2012 is up 1.3% over last
year. They also report that the best job
growth continues to be in Computer
related industries and Scientific
R&D. Unemployment in California
dropped to 9.8% in November of

Celebrating the ribbon cutting on April 23 of Über Optics, from right to left:
Joost Revis, Nancy Revis, Gia Revis, Mieke Revis, Mila Revis and Hohan Revis.

2012 from 11.3% the previous year.
Commercial property is also
showing signs of stabilizing with
vacancies down in all three categories,
Office, Industrial and Retail from the
previous year. Office vacancies are
hovering around 25% from a high
of over 40% in 2010. Industrial
vacancy rates are currently at 9.9%,
down from 16.1% a year ago. Retail
vacancies continue to be low at 5.9%,
a small change from 4.7% last year.
Overall, economic indicators are
improving, which will help stabilize
the City’s finances. As a result, the
City can begin to plan for future
needs instead of reacting to losses,
which has been the case for a number
of years.
Sales Tax Leakage
The table shows how well Petaluma
is capturing sales locally. Any column
below 100% means that consumer
spending that should be occurring
in Petaluma is leaking
outside of Petaluma.
Anything above 100%
means that Petaluma is
capturing more than its
share locally.

property or complete tenant
improvements for a commercial
space. The team includes staff from
Planning, Building, Public Works,
Police, Fire, Water Utilities, Code
Enforcement,
and
Economic
Development. By bringing this team
together, applicants can interact with
all the City departments involved in
the
review
of
development
applications.
This helps City staff better
coordinate with each other and
development applicants. It also saves
time by having all disciplines work
together up front and resolve any
inconsistencies between departments.
If you have a development concept you
would like to run by City staff, you can
call the Planning Department (707778-4470) to set up an appointment
with the team. This is also a helpful
resource to consult before you sign
a lease because the team can help
you identify any potential problems
before you are committed to a space.

City Development
Review Team
The City has organized a specialized team
to streamline development review for people
wanting to develop their

PACC Member Francesca Smith with Nick Hromalik, aid to Congressman
Huffman, and Jon Rochetti outside Congressman Huffman’s office in
Washington, DC.
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Hands On CPR Case Study
At a Rohnert Park baseball game
last Saturday afternoon, April 13th,
an 8-year-old player was struck in
the center of his chest by a pitch. He
took several steps towards first base
and suddenly collapsed. His heart
had stopped beating normally and
he went into both respiratory and
cardiac arrest. Two spectators in the
stands, who happen to be paramedics,
responded to the emergency and came
to his aid. Someone called 911 while
the two paramedics performed CPR
for five minutes prior to the arrival
of the first emergency responders.
They arrived with a defibrillator and
shocked the young player’s heart. He
regained a pulse and began breathing.
He was quickly transported to Santa
Rosa Memorial Hospital where he
was further stabilized and regained
consciousness, even asking about
the outcome of the game. He was
later flown to Children’s Hospital in
Oakland for further care.
The two paramedics, Dan and
Sue Farren, were in the crowd that

day to watch their own son play
baseball. Dan Farren is a Captain for
the City of Petaluma Fire Department
and his wife, Sue Farren, is an
Executive with Falck Ambulance.
This event highlights how
bystander CPR (Cardio Pulmonary
Resuscitation) saves lives. It takes first
responders an average of five minutes
to arrive at the scene of a medical
emergency from the time a 9-1-1 call
is made. Once someone’s heart stops
beating, brain damage will begin
within 3-5 minutes. CPR “buys time”
for first responders to arrive with
advanced life support medications
and defibrillation devices. People
that receive bystander CPR before
the arrival of first responders have
a three times higher likelihood of
survival over those that don’t. On a
national average, over 90% of cardiac
arrest victims do not survive. Over
80% of sudden cardiac deaths occur
at home. Knowing CPR may very well
save a loved one’s life.
During 2012, twenty-eight people

in Petaluma died from sudden cardiac
arrest. Only half of those people
received bystander CPR. Two people
were brought back to life by Petaluma
Fire Department personnel in 2012,
both having received bystander CPR
prior to their arrival. One person
received
Automated
External
Defibrillator (AED) deployment prior
to first responders arriving. AEDs
are devices that you often see in
public places that are automated and
easy to use. They provide a lifesaving shock to people with lethal
heart rhythms. If the person doesn’t
need the shock, the machine will not
allow it to happen.

Chamber of Commerce 2012/13
Leadership Class, will be providing
free “Hands-Only” CPR training this
spring and summer at Casa Grande,
Petaluma, San Antonio and St.
Vincent’s High Schools, as well as at
other community events throughout
the year. Look for them at Butter and
Eggs Day in front of the Downtown
Fire Station on April 27th, at the
Salute to American Graffiti on May
18th, at City Hall on May 20th from
5:30-6:55 before the regular Council
Meeting and at the Petaluma Evening
Farmers Markets on Second Street
on June 5th and 26th.

In this instance, Dan and Sue,
two highly trained, professional
paramedics, came to the rescue and
are true heroes! However, you don’t
have to be a paramedic or firefighter
to be a hero. All it takes is learning
CPR and being willing to act when
the time comes.

“Hands-Only” CPR is sanctioned
by the American Heart Association
and only takes a few minutes to learn
and practice. Their motto is “Anyone
can be a Hero. Learn CPR.” For
more information regarding “HandsOnly” CPR, please consider visiting
www.heart.org/handsonlycpr, www.
facebook.com/heartsafepetaluma
and cityofpetaluma.net/firedept/ems

The Petaluma Fire Department,
along with the Petaluma Area

Enjoy a stroll to the Theater
District…meet your friends or
business associates for a warm
beverage & good conversation!
Weekdays from 7:30 to 5:30
Saturdays from 8:00 to 4:00

Petaluma Coffee & Tea

212 2nd St., south of D, in the Theater District • 763-2727

Marketing materials behind the times?

Contact Ann today
to get your message
across loud and clear.

707. 773.1168
In Petaluma since 1996

ann@avmgraphics.com
www.avmgraphics.com

12

May 2013

Petaluma BUSINESS – A publication of the Petaluma Area Chamber of Commerce

PG&E Proposes
Green Option Plan

County Fair Has
Ag Scholarships

Pacific Gas and Electric Company
(PG&E) announced that it has reached
an agreement with a diverse group of
consumer and other organizations
to enhance its proposed “Green
Option” to give electric customers an
opportunity to support 100 percent
renewable energy. The revised
proposal, which has been submitted
for approval by the California Public
Utilities Commission, would provide
participating customers with energy
from new small- and mid-sized solar
projects located in PG&E’s service
area.

Sonoma County Fair’s Flower Show
Scholarship Applications are now
available, with more than $10,000
in scholarships to be awarded to
deserving students in 2013.

PG&E’s original proposal, issued
last year with widespread support
from elected officials and the
environmental community, provided
customers with an option to buy
renewable energy certificates from
new and existing projects, including
those outside PG&E’s service area.
The new proposal would allow
customers to directly support the
development of new projects that
generate clean energy in and around
the communities that PG&E serves.
PG&E worked with The Utility

Reform Network (TURN), Coalition
of California Utility Employees, the
Black Economic Council, National
Asian American Coalition, Latino
Business Chamber of Greater L.A.,
and other parties to shape this
program.
Under the new plan, participants
will pay the full cost of the new
renewable energy supplies built in
direct response to their enrollment.
Those additional supplies—provided
under long-term contracts by
third-party developers—will be
incremental to the clean energy that
PG&E already purchases for all of its
customers. Participating customers
will also receive credits for avoided
PG&E generation costs, making the
program more affordable. PG&E will
actively market the plan throughout
its service area, including low-income
and minority communities.
PG&E is asking the California Public
Utilities Commission to approve the
enhanced program this year, so the
utility can begin offering the option
soon thereafter.

Fundraising at
Sonoma Raceway
Fund raisers for local organizations
are invited to consider Sonoma
Raceway. Levy Restaurants at
Sonoma Raceway is looking for all
501-c3 non-profit groups looking
for fun ways to raise money! The
2013 Season begins June 2013 and
runs through September 2013, lots of

Each year, the Sonoma County
Fair awards scholarships to students
currently pursuing studies in
agriculture. Applications are open to
any student whose family resides in
Sonoma or Marin Counties and are
currently being accepted through the
end of May.
Eligible students must have
graduated from high school and
already be attending or plan to
attend either the Santa Rosa Junior
College or a four-year university to be
considered. Completed applications
are due in the Entry Office at
the Sonoma County Fair by 5:00
p.m., Friday, May 31. Applicants
will be judged on neatness and
completeness of application, and
four-year university applicants will
also be judged on their oral interview.
Applicants will be pre-screened,
with the top finalists contacted for
in-person interviews on June 18.
Scholarships will be awarded in
amounts that range from $250$2,500.

The Flower Show Scholarship
Fund is generated through ticket
sales from Sonoma County Fair’s
Annual Flower Show Preview event,
which will be held on Wednesday,
July 24. This prestigious event offers
guests an exclusive sneak peak at the
spectacular Hall of Flowers creation
before the building is open for public
viewing. The evening includes Hors
d’oeuvres, refreshments and a chance
to meet Hall of Flowers’ creator Greg
Duncan, plus this year’s professional
garden award winners. This year’s
Flower Show theme is “Backyard
Blossoms” and is sure to impress.
Applications may be picked up
at the Sonoma County Fair Entry
Office or at the Santa Rosa Junior
College Agriculture Department.
Forms can also be downloaded at
www.sonomacountyfair.com. For
questions, call (707) 545-4203 or
email exhibits@sonomacountyfair.
com.
The 2013 Sonoma County Fair
theme is “Home Spun Fun.” This
celebrated community event opens
Thursday, July 25 and runs through
Sunday, August 11. The Fair is closed
Mondays.

opportunity.
For information, contact Valerie
Moody, Administrative Supervisor,
Levy Restaurants at Sonoma Raceway,
Highways 37 & 121 , Sonoma, CA
95476 , or telephone 707.939.1454,
or email vmoody@levyrestaurants.
com

Flower Show Awards
Night will be held July
24, 2013, proceeds benefit
the Sonoma County Fair
Scholarship Fund for
local Ag Students.

Film Office Seeks Location Photos
The Sonoma County Film Office
would like to add to its photo gallery
of local properties for possible filming
locations for movies, commercials,
still photography for catalogues, TV
specials and videos.
The photo gallery helps direct
production professionals to locations
where still photography, commercials,
or movies may be filmed. The photo
gallery also enables the Film Office
to provide information quickly and
efficiently to film professionals. The

photo gallery helps advise the film
industry of the diverse possibilities of
filming in Sonoma County.
Locations currently in demand by
film scouts and production companies
are barns and outbuildings, houses
(inside and out) with hardwood
floors, high ceilings and interesting
detail work, as well as ultra-modern
homes. Film professionals are also
looking for tranquil settings, caves,
vacant buildings, warehouses, as well
as vintage or state-of-the-art business

buildings.
Those interested in registering their
property for possible inclusion in the
film location gallery and consideration
by the print, commercial, and film
industry, email the Sonoma County
Film Office at film@sonoma-county.
org or download the “Cinema Scout
Input Form.” It is available at www.
sonoma-county.org/film/regform
The Sonoma County Film Office
is a division of the Economic
Development Board of Sonoma

County. The Film Office mission
is to enhance economic activity in
Sonoma County by attracting film
production, and acting as a liaison
between production companies and
our community.
The website may be visited at www.
filmsonomacounty.com., or contact:
Ben Stone, Executive Director,
Economic Development Board,
County of Sonoma, via Email: edb@
sonoma-county.org, or Phone: (707)
565-7170.
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Film Fest Sets
Screening Schedule
Three eclectic programs of awardwinning short films will be showcased
at the fifth annual Film Fest Petaluma
scheduled for Saturday, May 4, 2013
at the historic Mystic Theatre in
downtown. Programs feature a broad
mix of animated, live action, and
documentary shorts as well as a blend
of comedy and drama. Shows run at
2:30pm and 7:30pm with an edgier
late show screening at 10:30pm.
Each session will host filmmakers in
conversation including several local
artists and Sonoma County students.

Get Fast Relief for your Back and Neck Pain

“I’m pleased to announce that each
year we receive more films from
local residents” says fest director
Michael Traina. “We want the festival
to inspire and promote local film
production.” Petaluma residents
Jonathan Rinzler and Greg Knight
will screen their Edgar Allan Poeinspired animated short Riddle of
the Black Cat. North Bay filmmaker
Greg Jonkajtys will also return to
the festival with his third short
film, The Mines. “We love having
directors return with new films” says
Traina. “We have five former guests
of the festival returning this year,
including French director Stefan Le
Lay who’s traveling from Paris to
screen his new film Nowhere.” Le
Lay screened two of his shorts in
2010, The Kiss and The Postcard.
The festival features films from
the US, UK, Canada, France, Spain,

Austria, Ireland, New Zealand,
and Australia. Highlights include
BAFTA winner for best short film
in 2012, Pitch Black Heist, starring
Michael Fassbender and The Boy in
the Bubble, winner for best animated
short in Ireland. Judi Dench also stars
in the UK comedy Friend Request
Pending.
Six Sonoma County student
filmmakers will also be showcased
throughout the day including Analy
High School students Kendra Goff
and Sullivan Rutherford’s PSA
on Reducing Plastics, Max Brickey
and Miles Pepper’s music video Phat
Brahms, and SRJC students Ryan
Phillips and Jackson Rosenfeld’s
blaxploitation flick Dow Jones. Ryan
Phillips’ film 10 Items or Less was
featured in the festival in 2011.
Top films from SRJC’s Associated
Students Film Festival on April
5th were invited to screen at the
downtown event.
Tickets for the Fest are available at
McNear’s Restaurant, Copperfield’s
Books in Petaluma, or online through
the Petaluma Film Alliance and
Mystic Theatre websites. Tickets
range from $10-$15. All-day passes
are available for $25. Programs are
recommended for 15 and over.
Visit FilmFestPetaluma.com for the
complete film schedule and ticket
information.

• WALK-INS WELCOME •

707-773-CARE (2273)
Dr. George W. Wagner Jr., D.C.
620 E. Washington # 206, Petaluma

Global Marketing Forum
At Rooster Run on May 9
Businesses interested in marketing
their goods and/or services
internationally would do well to check
out Export University 2013, a
half-day seminar being offered at
Rooster Run on May 9 starting at
8 a.m.
The event is being offered by
the Sonoma County Economic
Development Board, and costs $45,
including a continental breakfast.
Experts in international trade will
be on hand to offer practical training
a company will need to expand sales
on a global level.

The guest speakers are:
Export Financing: Robina Peanh,
insurance
manager,
Meridian
Finance
Logistics: Todd Acker, regional
manager, FedEx
Marketing:
Dan
Giavina,
international trade specialist, U.S.
Commercial Service, and Erik
Anderson, head of global sales,
Remedy Interactive
Registration is
SonomaEDB.com.

available

at
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Members – Get more information on Member businesses at www.petalumachamber.com
New Members

Renewing Members

Azari Vineyards
Pari Azari
1399 Springhill Road
Petaluma, CA 94952

AAA Insurance/AAATravel Agency
Accuchex Corp./Time 2 Pay
Aerotek
Allen L. James CPR Training Services
Alphabet Soup Thrift Store
Angelo’s Meats/Italian Taste
Bank of Marin, No. McDowell Blvd.
Benevolent & Protective Order of Elks
Bob Kunst Painting, Inc.
Cal-West Rentals, Inc.
Carle, Mackie, Power & Ross, LLP
Check Center
CourseCo, Inc.
CrossCheck, Inc.
De Bel Roofing Supply, Inc.
Dickenson, Peatman & Foggarty
Enclave at Adobe Creek
Enriquez Estate Wines
Entrepreneur’s Source
Foundry Wharf Business Park
Hotel Petaluma
Industrial Carting
Jimmy’s Catering Company
Kathy Schmidt, Frank Howard
Allen Realtors
Lagunitas Brewing Company
Larsengines
Lasting Impressions in Concrete
Law Office of Denise Olrich
Mike Hudson Distributing
Nothbay Kitchen & Bath
Orchard Supply Hardware
Pacific eDocument Solutions
Pacific Gas & Electric
Palmgren’s Engravables
Petaluma Central Animal Hospital,
Inc.

B2B CFO
Shane Campbell
Petaluma, CA 94954
Burger King #3157
Joe Rubin
211 North McDowell Blvd.
Petaluma, CA 94954
OS EDGE
Rajesh Sinha
755 Baywood Drive
Petaluma, CA 94954
Past Perfect
Don Orlandi
400 Western Avenue
Petaluma, CA 94952
Petaluma Orthodontics Dr. Woo
& Dr. DeBerardinis
Dr. John S Woo &
Dr. Marc BeBernardinis
301 Washington Street
Petaluma, CA 94952
Ray’s Catering
Dan Offenbach
118 Hamilton Drive
Novato, CA 94949
Skin Care by Tiffany Faith
Tiffany Faith Ashcraft
132 Liberty Street
Petaluma, CA 94952
Sonoma AutoTrans
Dennis Burkett
424 Payran Street, Ste. D
Petaluma, CA 94952

Petaluma City Ballet
Petaluma Health Center
Petaluma Market
Petaluma Yacht Club
Pickford & Associates
Polly Klaas Foundation
Port Sonoma
Praetzel’s Fine Furniture
Safari West
Second Nature Interior Plant
Company
Sheila’s Naturals
Spaulding McCullough & Tansil LLP
Spring Hill Montessori
Star Staffing
Vanda Floral Design
Vietnam Veterans of CA
Vista International Insurance Brokers

Long-Time Members
Mike Hudson Distributing,
34 Years
George Parisi
Larsengines, 34 Years
Don Larsen
Angelo’s Meats/Italian Taste,
25 Years
Angelo Ibleto
AAA Insurance/AAATravel Agency,
24 Years
Kent Evans
Palmgren’s Engravables, 21 Years
Ruth Palmgren
Accuchex Corp./Time 2 Pay,
20 Years
Leslie Ruhland
Cal-West Rentals, Inc., 20 Years
Bridget Doherty

Petaluma Market, 20 Years
James Aqius
Petaluma Yacht Club, 17 Years
Diana Holmes
Polly Klaas Foundation, 16 Years
Raine Howe
Lagunitas Brewing Company,
16 Years
Ron Lindenbusch
Hotel Petaluma, 16 Years
TA Andrews
Check Center, 15 Years
Maria Gomez
Nothbay Kitchen & Bath, 13 Years
David Frym
Spaulding McCullough & Tansil
LLP, 13 Years
Warren Dranit
Enclave at Adobe Creek, 12 Years
Jennifer McIntosh
Benevolent & Protective Order of
Elks, 12 Years
Gary Corda
CourseCo, Inc., 11 Years
Cathy Simondi
Petaluma Central Animal Hospital,
Inc., 11 Years
Matthew Carter
Port Sonoma, 10 Years
J.T. Wick
Star Staffing, 10 Years
Lisa Rogelstad
De Bel Roofing Supply, Inc.,
10 Years
Scott DeBel

Commentary
from page 4

Tourism and the Good Life
On May Wake Up Program

Utilities Commission. Has the County
analyzed how their plan for renewable
energy will differ measurably from
PG&E’s long-term plans?
4. Has there been any economic
analysis or risk analysis during the
planning for this proposal? It seems
that much of the justification for
moving forward quickly is based on
confident projections of costs, etc.
But, it is true in government as it is
in business – projects almost always
cost more and take longer than the
planners expect. Have there been
projections of what the County would
face in a worse-case scenario?
Those are just a few of the questions.
The Petaluma Area Chamber of
Commerce awaits the answers.

Tourism, a new Petaluma hotel,
and fine Petaluma wines will be the
lead topics at the May edition of
Wake Up Petaluma.

Petaluma’s future? Learn all about
it from the owner, Ross Jones, who
plans to build it at the corner of
Petaluma Blvd and B Street.

David Scott, CEO of the Sheraton
Hotel in Petaluma, will discuss the
latest trends in tourism, and how he
sees the tourism market developing
during the travel season.

Then Chris Albin, representing
the Petaluma Gap and one of its
newest vineyards, Azari, will discuss
the incredible wines the Petaluma
area is producing and his exciting
new venture into the Petaluma wine
community.

Is there a new upscale hotel in

Sponsor for the morning is Bank of
Marin.
Also on the program is recognition
of

new

members,

non-profit

announcements and a raffle drawing.
Cost for the breakfast is $20 for
Chamber members, $25 for nonmembers. Reservations needed – call
762-2785.
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Calendar – May
3	
Government Affairs

16	
Business After Hours

PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
7:30 – 9:30 A.M.

& PYPN Mixer –
Corkscrew Wine Bar
100 Petaluma Blvd. N.
5:30 – 7:30 P.M.

6	
Press Democrat Media Lab
Workshop (RSVP)
Social Media Optimization
(attend one or all sessions)
NOTE: CHANGE OF VENUE
427 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa
Free to Chamber members. RSVP
to 762-2785; Space is Limited.
9:00 – 11:00 A.M.

7	
Ambassadors
Pongo’s Kitchen & Tap
701 Sonoma Mountain Pkwy
7:30 A.M.

9	
Business Education
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
4:00 – 5:30 P.M.

17	
Government Affairs
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
7:30 – 9:30 A.M.

21	
Leadership Alumni
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
9:00 – 10:00 A.M.

23	
Economic Development
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
7:30 – 9:30 A.M.

27	
Memorial Day —
PACC offices closed

28	
Wake Up Petaluma (RSVP)

9	
Business After Hours –
Petaluma Health Center
1179 N. McDowell Blvd.
5:30 – 7:30 P.M.

14	
Women in Business
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
8:45 – 10:00 A.M.
The Sonoma Small Business Development Center offers no-cost,
confidential usiness advising and low-cost workshops to existing and
start-up small business owners. Short-term seminars cover topics such as:
• Business Start-up
• Business Planning
• Marketing and Promotion
• Financial management and funding options
• Effective web design and more
To register for services go to www.sonomasbdc.org For information on
upcoming workshops, call (707) 595-0600.

Platinum Members

Rooster Run Event Center
2301 E. Washington St.
$20 Members, $25 Non-members
Call 762-2785 or RSVP online at
www. petalumachamber.com
7:30 – 9:00 A.M.

Looking Ahead – June
12	Women in Business Seminar
25 Wake Up Petaluma Breakfast
27	Annual Chamber Member Luncheon and
Installation of the PACC Board of Directors
To check our new on line calendar click on Events on the bottom menu
bar at www.petalumachamber.com. You can RSVP and pay there, too.

Silver Members

Gold Members

Bronze Members

AVM Graphics • Clark Rosen, Coldwell Banker • Deer Creek Village
Shelly Moller, Edward Jones • Moonware Design • Nancy Cooley, State Farm Insurance
Old Republic Title Company • Wagner Chiropractic

Don Bennett
& Associates

Advertising & PR Consulting
Writing & Editing Services

763-5343
dcbenn@aol.com

