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Leadership Program
Accepting Applications
Enrollment for the 2014-2015
Leadership Petaluma program is
now open, and the program begins
this month with orientation and
the regular program commences
in September. Those interested in
participating in this program should
contact the Chamber by mid-August.
Leadership Petaluma promotes
diversity and expands awareness by
recruiting candidates from all sectors
of the community: business, public
agencies, nonprofit education and
the professions.

Each applicant, if accepted,
commits to an attendance of two
years in the program.

graduate may be called upon to help
as a day chair to plan and/or facilitate
a session or serve on a committee.

The first year, the applicant attends
the monthly all-day sessions, which
present varied approaches to the
issues facing every community.
Group members share their ideas and
learn from each other’s experiences,
as well as participate in exercises,
field trips, and presentations by local
leaders.

The program is designed to benefit
business and professional people,
current community leaders, nonprofit board members, executive
staff members, representatives from
the public sector, and interested
residents.

During the second year, the

Need Business
Financing to Grow?
Join the Women in Business
Committee’s upcoming luncheon at
Pongos in the G&G Shopping Center.
Come for lunch, meet your peers and
business connections, and learn how
to improve your business finances
at the same time. Find out how you
can get a business loan to grow your
business, no matter what the size.
Learn how to establish business
credit separate from your personal
credit and improve your credit score.
The Women in Business Luncheon
will take place on August 20, 2014
at Pongo’s, located at 701 Sonoma
Mountain Pkwy from 11:45 am to
1:00 pm.
You will have time to network with
other local businesses, eat lunch,
and hear from a local finance expert

Applicants for Leadership Petaluma
include those who are interested in
the future of Petaluma and Sonoma

County and want to make a difference.
New Sonoma County residents find
the Petaluma Leadership program
an extremely beneficial orientation
to understanding how things work
in our county. Even those who have
previous involvement in community issues gain new insights
and develop new personal and
professional relationships through
their Leadership experience.
For more information, or to enroll,
call the Chamber at 762-2785.

Committee Reviews Local
Taxes on November Ballot

about how you can establish excellent
business credit. The speaker, Erik
Lacy, is the Founder and Credit
Specialist for Apollo Credit. He will
show you how you can create a great
credit profile and obtain the financing
you need to expand your business.

The Chamber’s Government
Affairs Committee is in the process of
analyzing the various tax measures to
be on this November’s ballot, with the
goal of submitting recommendations
to the Board of Directors by the end
of August.

information was needed and will
revisit the issue in August.

The lunch is sponsored by Umqua
Bank and is the third in a yearlong
series sponsored by the Women
in Business Committee aimed at
helping women start and grow their
businesses and careers. Our last topic
of the year will cover strategies for
avoiding holiday related stress that if
left unchecked can negatively affect
your business and your health. If
you are interested in speaking or
hosting opportunities please contact
committee co-chair Bonnie Koagedal
at (707) 480-6224.

Having heard a presentation by City
Manager John Brown on the city’s
one cent sales tax measure earlier
this year, the group commenced
discussions on July 25, and identified
a number of areas where more

Any pre-election statements of
endorsement or opposition will
be made by the Chamber Board of
Directors, who will consider the GAC
reviews and recommendations while
making a decision.

The GAC will also be reviewing
two other tax measures – one for the
County of Sonoma to repair rural
roads, and the other for Santa Rosa
Junior College.

Petaluma River Craft Beer Festival
Saturday, September 13, 2014 • 1–5 pm
on Water Street

$40 includes craft beers, local food, live music
Get your tickets at www.Petalumarivercraftbeerfest.org
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Business Briefs

Ambassador Profile

www.petalumachamber.com

Gisele Rue
Human Resource Consultant
I have enjoyed being an active
ambassador for the Petaluma Area
Chamber for more than five years.
As a member of the local chamber
I am able to get to know, support,
and spread the word about our
wonderful small businesses, nonprofits, and upcoming events we have
in our community. I also have the
opportunity to connect with the local
businesses in Petaluma and at times
connect them to a client.
I completed the Petaluma Chamber
of Commerce leadership program in
2010. I am a California Chamber
and Rohnert Park Chamber member
and ambassador as well. While living
in Petaluma I have been an active
member for different organizations,
including the chamber. I also enjoy
helping at local fundraising events in
our outstanding community.
I have two daughters and a
son; Jessica 13, Natalie 19, and
Jonathan 25, and a 9 month old
grandchild, Javanni. Among my
past positions I owned a hardwood
floor company, worked for a major
insurance company as a Risk Control
Specialist in San Francisco, and as
a Project Resource Coordinator for
IBM. I graduated from Dominican
University with a BA in Human
Resource Management and received
a Certificate in Workplace Health and
Safety from UC Davis Extension.
In early 2009 I started my own Small
Business Consulting Company, Small
Biz Help 4 You. I assist businesses in
many areas, but I specialize in human
resource and regulatory compliance.

Chamber Committees
Call 762-2785 for more info.

Petaluma BUSINESS
President
W. Thomas Griffith, CIC, 766-2282
Ramatici Insurance, Inc.
tom@ramaticiins.com

Gisele
Rue

I guide local businesses to become
labor law and OSHA compliant. I also
provide Legal Shield & GoSmallBiz,
affordable access to a lawyer and
consultants, for business and their
employees. I am happy to provide
services where I can give back to local
businesses on an as needed basis,
without them having to hire a full
time employee.
At my website I have many free
forms for businesses and also provide
a Hire to Termination pack for $99.00
to help businesses comply with the
mandatory labor law and OSHA
regulations. Small Biz Help 4 you
helps keep your business compliant.
Visit www.SmallBizHelp4You.com.
Current PACC Ambassadors are:
• Daniel Canales, Insphere Insurance
• Jim Alexander, Certified Financial
Planner
• 
Gail Cardaropoli, Rotary Club of
Petaluma
• Jean Gee, Quality Inn
• Billy Gee, Great Pacific Packaging
• Susy McGovern, Elliot James Salon
• Kathleen Stafford, Pongos Kitchen
& Tap
• 
Esther Schau, Travel Tours
Consultant
• Latasha Wallace, K2GC
• 
Mary Lynn Bartholomew, Nelson
Staffing
• 
Shari Bennett-Jackson, Press
Democrat
• Gisele Rue, Small Biz Help 4 You

Business/Education
Dennis Hardle, 763-5348
Hardle and Company

First Vice President
Dan Ancheta*, 781-2207
Bank of Marin
danancheta@bankofmarin.com
Second Vice President
Todd Mendoza*, 769-4303
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
tmendoza@cbnorcal.com
Treasurer
Elece Hempel*, 765-8488
Petaluma People Services Center
elece@petalumapeople.org

Sandy Magid and Scott Stroud
announced that Magid Accountancy
Corporation of Novato and Scott
Stroud, CPA of Petaluma have merged
effective immediately. The new
firm will be called Magid Stroud
Accountancy Corporation. The
combined firm will operate offices
in Novato and Petaluma and will
employ a staff of eight including four
CPAs. Magid of Novato, and Stroud
of Petaluma will jointly manage
the combined firm. Clients include
individuals and businesses in a wide
range of industries including health
care, construction, entertainment,
retail, and wine.

Petaluma Business
ads are sales
boosters!
An economic way
to reach more than
700 businesses monthly.
Call the Chamber, 762-2785,
for specifics & rates.
Petaluma Young
Professionals Network
Kyle Restad, 772-5199
Restad Financial Planning

Agri-Business
Cara Parlato, 283-3247
Sonoma-Marin Fairgrounds &
Event Center

Economic Development
Dan Ancheta, 781-2207
Bank of Marin

Ambassadors
Daniel Canales, 707-888-5350
HealthMarkets

Government Affairs
Wayne Leach, (415) 883-9850
CSW/Stuber-Stroeh Engineering Group

Women in Business
Rebecca G. Kagin, 765-1111
Law Offices of Rebecca G. Kagin

Jim Alexander, 762-2818
Financial Consultant

Leadership Petaluma Program
Call the Chamber for info, 762-2785

Bonnie Koagedal, 480-6224
Turning Point Real Estate

First Friday News @ Noon
Call the Chamber for info, 762-2785

Immediate Past President
Tony Sarno*, 415-785-2789
Cushman & Wakefield of California
tony.sarno@cushwake.com
DIRECTORS
Annie Davis, 241-9190
World Centric
annied@worldcentric.org
Katie Kerns Davis*, 321-2574
PG&E
kmkz@pge.com
Noah Jacobson, 595-6555
Jocobson & Breen Wealth Management, LLC
noah@jacobsonbreen.com
Judy James*, 280-5427
Republic Services
judy.james@republicservices.com
W. Thom Knudson*, 763-1911
Behrens, Nelson & Knudson
wtknudson@bnklaw.net
Michelle Law, 307-6526
TelePacific Communications
mlaw@telepacific.com
Wayne Leach*, 795-4764
CSW/Stuber-Stroeh Engineering Group
waynel@cswst2.com
Richard Marzo*, 763-1515
Lace House Linens
richard@lacehouselinens.com
Shelly Moller, 763-3006
Edward Jones
shelly.moller@edwardjones.com
Kyle Restad, 772-5199
Restad Financial Planning
kyle@restadfinancialplanning.com
CHAMBER STAFF
762-2785 • Fax 762-4721
pacc@petalumachamber.com
www.petalumachamber.com
Onita Pellegrini*, CEO
Sue Turek, Bookkeeper
Daniella Ellicott*, Member Services
Kathy Brandal, Office Assistant
* Leadership Petaluma Graduates
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Large or Small...to us you
are just right!
Golden Eagle Branch
2 E. Washington Street
707.762.5556

Parkway Plaza Branch
701 Sonoma Mountain Parkway
707.766.1541

Local Bank. Local Lenders
www.exchangebank.com

We have a wide
variety of loan
products available
for a business
your size
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Commentary
EIR Challenge
Was Red Herring
The City of Petaluma has approved
the Environmental Impact Report for
Basin Street Properties’ project on the
Petaluma River. The Council action,
on a 5-2 vote, followed unanimous
approval by the Petaluma Planning
Commission.
On the face of it, one might suppose
it was clear sailing for Basin Street,
but that wasn’t the case. Strenuous
opposition came from an unlikely
quarter, labor unions representing
the trades that would be involved
in building the Riverfront project.
The group, through a Sacramento
firm, challenged the EIR for being
inadequate for a number of reasons,
including unsafe levels of arsenic and
lead in the soils.
It was fairly apparent from the
outset that the real issue wasn’t soil
safety at all, but a thinly disguised
attempt by the unions to force
Basin Street to enter into a Project
Labor Agreement (PLA) binding the
developer and contractor’s to, among
other things, hire only union labor.
Any doubt that this was a motive
was erased during the public hearing
on July 21, as speaker after speaker
spoke, not on environmental issues,
but instead advocating for labor jobs,
hotel wages, and the like.
Whatever the unions’ motivation
for trying to block the Riverfront
project, it did not work. There are
reports that the unions might sue,
but considering that there had
been considerable review of soil
contaminants during the EIR process
indicating there are no problems, a
lawsuit would seem to be a longshot.
PLAs have been a hot topic at the
County Board of Supervisors for some
time, as the unions have pushed the
Board to use these agreements for
County funded projects. So far, the
Board has refused. Now, in Petaluma,
it seems that labor has tried to secure
such an agreement through the back
door.
Continued on page 8

President’s Message

Board Retreat Addresses
Enhanced Member Benefits
In July, your Board of Directors
spent a half-day retreat in earnest
discussion about ways we can
enhance the benefits of Chamber
membership.
In years past, we have tended to set
a large range of goals for the coming
year, and while we generally have
met most of those goals, we have also
stretched our resources quite a bit.
This year, it was generally agreed,
we are going to focus on quality over
quantity. We will be reviewing a
number of our programs, primarily
to determine if they are delivering
the benefits our members correctly
wish to receive from a membership
organization.
To achieve this, we agreed that we
will reach out to the membership, first
by survey, but then also as individual
Board members, to embrace as many
of you as possible in determining if
our programs meet your needs.
In years past, we have set one-year
goals for the Chamber, but this year
we are taking the longer view, looking

to establish program improvements
wherever they might be needed that
would continue to pay dividends well
into the future.
From the outset we want to analyze
two of our major annual programs,
the Community Recognition awards
event and the annual Business Expo.
For the former, it is a question
of formatting, of seeing if we can
maintain interest throughout the
entire evening. For the latter, we
want to determine if the needs of
exhibitors, the backbone of the event,
are being met.
Last year, we analyzed the ongoing
Wake Up Petaluma program, and
changed it to a monthly lunch event,
First Friday News@Noon. Since we
made the change we have noticed a
substantial increase in attendance,
indicating our members appreciated
the new direction.
The next part is the Chamber’s role
of political advocacy, of representing
the best interests of local business
in the halls of local government.

By Tom Griffith,
President,
Petaluma Area
Chamber of
Commerce

In recent years, the Chamber has
been fairly forceful in supporting, or
opposing, issues at City Hall as the
situation warrants.
Even so, there are a number of
members who feel that we aren’t doing
enough. Is it a problem of perception,
or perhaps, lack of communication
on our part? Part of our ongoing
effort will be to review our various
communication efforts – Petaluma
Business, web site, Facebook, email
blasts – to see if changes will result in
more people understanding the core
efforts of this organization.
The Board retreat was just the
opening chapter of this internal
dialogue. As the months go on, we
will be looking very carefully at our
efforts with special attention to the
level of benefits they provide to our
membership.
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Check Center Gives
Kids School Supplies
On August 9 Check Center will be
holding its annual Back to School
event, providing children with the
proper tools needed to have a good
school year. Many families struggle
with paying for items such as
backpacks, school supplies and other
back-to-school necessities; this is
why Check Center has dedicated one
time a year to provide the community
free of charge these items.
In the past years Check Center has
participated with the local police, fire
department and other government
agencies to provide more free services

to the community. Local businesses
have lent their support by offering
free goods that day.
Check Center holds raffles and
serves refreshments while the kids
go through the process of getting
their school supplies. Last year Check
Center gave out over 1,800 backpacks
in one day and this year they expect
to give out over 3,200 backpacks to
the communities from 20 locations.
Contact Holly Wesley directly
for more details of the event at
707.781.9333

Economist Anticipates a
Robust Business Climate
Steve Cochrane, managing partner
of Moody’s Analytics in Pennsylvania,
was the featured speaker at the
Economic Development Board’s
annual Economic Outlook conference,
and his message was upbeat.

His speech was titled: Economic
Outlook, a breakout year, and it was
loaded with praise for the Sonoma
County recovery, saying that we were
hit harder by the recession but we are
recovering more quickly.

According to Cochrane, California
leads the nation in positive economic
indicators, and Sonoma County’s
are much better than California’s in
areas such as job growth, real estate,
tourism, and others.

Two areas he suggested watching
closely were problematic areas before
the recession – future unaffordable
levels of housing prices and a shortage
of qualified employees to fill newly
created jobs.

Petaluma Mayor David Glass and Council member Teresa Barrett were on hand
at Chamber ceremonies honoring Springfield Place and its project of extensively
renovating its facilities at East Washington and Ely Boulevard. The two city
officials were on hand to present a city proclamation acknowledging Springfield
Place’s efforts.

Benefits of Being a PACC Member
1. You meet plenty of potential customers through the Chamber’s rich
variety of programs.
2. You can take advantage of major discounts offered by other businesses
to Chamber members only.
3. You have a presence on the web through the Chamber’s website.

Springfield Place Ribbon Cutting and Proclamation day was celebrated by all.

Business Briefs
July was a good month for aging
research and the Buck Institute
in particular - the London-based
prestigious journal Nature published
two commentaries under the heading
Medical Research: Treat Aging. One
is co-authored by Buck President
and CEO Brian Kennedy, the other
is co-authored by faculty member
Simon Melov.
Here’s how Nature introduces the
commentaries:     

By 2050, the number of people over
the age of 80 will triple globally. These
demographics could come at great
cost to individuals and economies.
Two groups describe how research
in animals and humans should be
refocused to find ways to delay the
onset of frailty.
The commentary co-authored by
Dr. Kennedy urges researchers to
prepare for testing of healthspanextending therapeutics on humans.
The other, by Dr. Melov, highlights

the necessity of tracking function in
aging animals as a way of finding
common ground between animal
research and studies focused on
human health and aging.

those treated with one of four drugs

The Buck Institute’s BAIT project
(Buck Aging Intervention Testing)
is specifically aimed at tracking
biological function (as well as
survival) in aging animals in order
to move promising therapies into
humans. BAIT involves mice that have
been allowed to age naturally and

President and CEO said “We want

that show promise for healthspan
extension.
Brian Kennedy, PhD, Buck Institute
to move therapies into the clinic;
knowing how treatments impact
specific functional parameters in the
mice could give us a way to guide
clinical trials in humans. This is the
vital information that’s been lacking.”

Petaluma BUSINESS – A publication of the PACC
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New Member Profile

Fat Frogg
From lemonade stand to a local
million dollar business, being an
entrepreneur should be exciting, fun,
and filled with joy. Your customers
should be inspired to find your
business and take advantage of the
products or services you offer.
The idea of Fat Frogg was
conceived by an individual who is
a born entrepreneur. She had the
lemonade stand at the age of six,
and successfully created a local
million dollar business. She came
together with four other local gurus
determined to help local business
thrive.
Fat Frogg helps businesses by
getting them seen more, grow their
following, and increase their customer
curiosity and loyalty. Through creative use of social media, email,

text, and video marketing tailored
to each business, Fat Frogg creates
brand recognition that can rival
large corporations. This, combined
with direct marketing via special
discounts and values for consumers,
all provided at competitive pricing,
Fat Frogg helps local businesses
thrive.
Fat Frogg believes in giving back to
the community and is committed to
the entrepreneurial spirit that they
are offering one quarterly grant of
$1,000 to one participating business
for upgrades to their business to help
them grow. This, along with a portion
of all sales going directly back to nonprofits in the community. In a world
of abundance, Fat Frogg knows that
to help everyone get their piece of the
pie, you just need to make a bigger
pie.
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Cinnabar Theater
Opens 42nd Season
Cinnabar Theater has announced its
42nd season featuring a slate of 25
diverse plays, musicals, concerts,
and culinary events. Each year, the
nonprofit offers a sophisticated mix
of entertainment for local audiences and this year will be no different.
Ticket packages are on sale now so
that subscribers can see a show for
free. Senior citizens and youth save
so much that they’ll see two shows
free!
“As always, Cinnabar defies
definition with its devotion to
variety,” said Elly Lichenstein,
the theater’s artistic director.
“Our professional season features
six spectacular productions, and our
Young Rep presents four wonderful
shows of their own. Guest artists
serve up four celebrated solo shows,
and our trio of delicious food events
returns too. Plus, this year we’re
launching the new Sunday Concert
Series with eight great concerts
throughout the year.”
The professional season starts in
September when Cinnabar celebrates
the 50th anniversary of Fiddler on the
Roof, the marvelous family musical
that earned 10 Tony Awards with
unforgettable tunes like “Tradition”
and “If I Were A Rich Man”
(September 5 - 21, 2014). Next, come
for a ride with Driving Miss Daisy,
the heartwarming script that won
the Pulitzer Prize, the Golden Globe,
and the Academy Award (October 17
- November 2, 2014).
Cinnabar kicks off 2015 with the
world premiere of Edith Piaf: Under
Paris Skies, a seductive cabaret
showcasing the star’s hypnotic songs
of dreams and desire (December
31, 2014 - January 18, 2015). Then
it’s time for I Am My Own Wife,
a stunning story of resilience and

pride which won the Tony Award and
Pulitzer Prize (February 6 - 15, 2015).
Spring brings Tom Stoppard’s
masterpiece Arcadia, a dazzling
play that is equal parts comedy,
mystery, and love story (April 3 - 19,
2015). Finally, this scintillating season
ends on a high note with Falstaff,
Giuseppe Verdi’s irreverent opera
performed entirely in English (June
12 - 28, 2015).
This season, Cinnabar also unveils
the new Sunday Concert Series. It
begins with When a Man Loves a
Woman, a luscious outdoor show
of smoking R&B classics performed
at a private estate by legendary
singers Pamela Rose and Glenn
Walters (September 14, 2014).
Next Misner & Smith bring their
vivid lyrics and lush melodies to
the theater (November 2, 2014),
and the Cinnabar Singers celebrate
the holidays in beautiful harmony
(December 14, 2014).
In 2015, Sandy and Richard Riccardi
unleash a hilarious cabaret called My
Raunchy Valentine (February 8,
2015), the Ring of Truth Trio performs
traditional Irish music shortly before
St. Paddy’s Day (March 15, 2015),
and the Red Hot Chackas welcome
spring with their catchy brand of
Klezmer (April 19, 2015). Then Le
Jazz Hot delivers gypsy jazz inspired
by guitar genius Django Reinhardt
(May 17, 2015), and finally Amanacer
Flamenco returns to sing, strum, and
stomp across Cinnabar’s stage (June
14, 2015).
In addition, Cinnabar’s Young Rep
presents The Wizard of Oz (November
28 - December 14, 2014), Romeo &
Juliet (March 13 - 15, 2015), You’re
A Good Man, Charlie Brown (May
15 - 24, 2015), and Beauty and the
Beast (July 31 - August 9, 2015).

Commentary
Continued from page 4

The PLAs are problematic for
several reasons. They significantly
increase the cost of a project. PLAs
force workers to pay union dues and
fees, pay into union pension plans,
and be hired through a union hiring
hall as a condition of employment.

PLA proponents claim this is needed
to help guarantee “local hires” yet
with 80 plus percent of the region’s
construction workforce union-free,
that claim is baseless.
It may be assumed that Petaluma
has not heard the last of this issue.

Hats On
At Fair
The Sonoma County Fair Board
and staff invite ladies and gentlemen
to don their favorite headpiece and
celebrate Kentucky Derby style at the
fourth annual Hat Day at the Races.
The afternoon event begins at 1:00
pm in the VIP Tent near the racing
grandstands, Saturday, August 2.
Hats that embrace a full color palette
and reflect this year’s Fair theme,
“Peace, Love & Fair” inspired by the
’60s are encouraged. It’s the chance
to see and be seen, while playing the
ponies and enjoying sumptuous hors
‘oeuvres and fine Sonoma County
wines—all in support of a worthy
cause. In addition to betting on

the races and enjoying select food
and beverages, attendees may vie
for prizes in the hat competition,
including Best Female, Best Male,
Best Couple, Best Fascinator and
Best of Show. Whether you prefer an
exceptionally large brim with flowers
and plastic fruit or a simply stated
fedora, this is the event for you.
Tickets are $50 per person and
include fair admission, a seat at the
races, a live auction, hat competition,
wine, hors ‘oeuvres and a no-host bar.
Individual tickets may be purchased
online at sonomacountyfair.com or at
the Fair Box Office.

Tax Filing Program
Helps 3,500 in County
United Way of the Wine Country
and Earn It! Keep It! $ave It!
partners announce that from January
to April they helped more than 3,500
individuals and families file their taxes
for free, bringing over $4.8 million
dollars in tax refunds back into the
pockets of local taxpayers in Sonoma,
Lake, Mendocino, Humboldt and Del
Norte counties.
Earn It! Keep It! $ave It! is a United
Way led coalition of local nonprofits,
public and private organizations
that come together to provide free
income tax assistance and financial
education to low and moderate
income individuals and families. This
service is available to any individual
or family with household income
under $52,000. In southern Sonoma
County, Petaluma People Services
Center hosted a site, along with a site
at the Petaluma Library.
Taxpayers are often unaware of the
important credits they are eligible
for, leaving valuable dollars on the
table. In fact, the IRS estimates that
one in five taxpayers does not claim
one of the biggest boosters to family
incomes- the Earned Income Tax
Credit (EITC), a refundable credit
that can return up to $6,143 per
qualifying family – simply because
they are unaware or do not file their
taxes. Of the 4.8 million returned to

local taxpayers, more than 1.8 million
stemmed from EITC refunds alone.
“Free quality tax preparation is the
cornerstone of United Way of the
Wine Country’s financial stability
initiative, which helps families gain
financial independence,” said Mike
Kallhoff, United Way of the Wine
Country President and CEO.
Elece Hempel executive director of
Petaluma People Services Center said
“For families and senior throughout
our Petaluma living paycheck to
paycheck or on fixed incomes, tax
preparation done right can result in
a significant boost to help individuals
pay down debt, save for a home and
build assets”.
This year, in Sonoma County,
the EKS Coalition partnered with
Sonoma Health Action, a coalition
of private, public and community
agencies, like PPSC, committed to
improving Sonoma County’s health
and economic wellness through
collaboration on policy, systems and
environmental change. For the last
four years PPSC’s tax preparation
site has offered additional economic
empowerment benefits for lowincome households, including health
insurance and nutrition assistance,
consumer friendly banking services,
savings incentives, and community
resource information and referrals.
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Art in the Park
September 6-7
Artists all around Petaluma and
beyond are getting geared up for the
57th Annual Art in Park to be held at
Walnut Park - Petaluma Blvd South
and D Street on Saturday and Sunday
Sept 6 and 7 from 10 am - 5 pm. If
you want to check out the real local
art scene, this is the time and place.  
Sponsored yearly by the Petaluma
Art Association (also in their 57th
year) artists work hard to take part by
showing lots of great work. Tents and
booths filled with artists and their
wares surround the quaint gazebo in
the center of the park. On Saturday
from 2-5 pm you can browse the
Petaluma Certified Farmers Market
for fresh local foods as well as the Art
show.
Everyone is welcome: buyers, browsers, kids and pets. Come

Enjoy a stroll to the Theater
District…meet your friends or
business associates for a cool
beverage & good conversation!
Weekdays from 7:30 to 5:30
Saturdays from 8:00 to 4:00

Petaluma Coffee & Tea

212 2nd St., south of D, in the Theater District • 763-2727

and celebrate art at Art in the Park
and support local artists, artisans and
art programs in the schools.
The Petaluma Arts Association has
been a participant in the community
for 57 years promoting appreciation
of the arts. The PAA scholarship
Program has donated thousands of
dollars each year through its grant
process to support the Petaluma
schools in developing student art
programs.
Visit the events page on the website
at www.petalumaarts.org and look
for Art in the Park.
For more information about Art in
the Park, call (707) 793-2113 or email
Tom at bluegillcowboy@sbcglobal.
net.
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Members – Get more information on Member businesses at www.petalumachamber.com
New Members This Month
Adams Heating & Air
Conditioning
Brian Adams
45 Everett Road
Petaluma, CA 94952
Car-Bio, LLC
David Taylor
1129 Industrial Avenue, Suite 105
Petaluma, CA 94952
Domino’s Pizza
Sam Hishmeh
10 East Washington Street
Petaluma, CA 94952
Fat Frogg
Kelley Jensen
Petaluma, CA 94952
Luther Burbank Savings
Jan Couey
819 4th Street
Santa Rosa, CA 95404
MoonEssence
Ted Giammona
1124 B Street
Petaluma, CA 95952
Natural Comfort
Willie Weng
3925 Cypress Drive
Petaluma, CA 94954
Petaluma Services Network
Michael Russo
1725 Caulfield Lane
Petaluma, CA 94954
Sonoma Raceway
29355 Arnold Drive
Sonoma, CA 95546
Tom Gambonini - Farmers
Insurance
Tom Gambonini
610 Rohnert Park Expressway
Rohnert Park, CA 94928

Renewing Members

Allpointe Insurance Services
Antonis Construction Building &
Painting
Anytime Fitness

Ashe Cosgrove, Inc.
Bank of Marin - Fourth Street President’s Circle
Bank of Marin - N. McDowell Blvd.
Buffalo Billiards Bars & Barstools
Café Zazzle
Calix, Inc.
Cinema West
COTS - Committee on the Shelterless
Devcon Construction, Inc.
Dryer Vent Wizard of the Greater
Northbay Area
Ghilotti Bros. Inc.
Goodwill Industries of the Redwood
Empire
Jennie Low’s Chinese Cuisine
Jimmy’s Catering Company
Kala Brand Music Company
Lynn Knudson, EA, Inc.
Main Street Moving & Storage
Medley Glass Works
Ohana Construction
Park Central Apartments
Pauline Deixler
Petaluma Arts Center
Petaluma-Hamilton Lodge #180
Senior Advocacy Services
Sonoma County Tourism
Staples

Petaluma Plaza, 41 Years
Beth Walter

Rotary Club of Petaluma Sunrise,

Kval, Inc., 40 Years
C. Mark Smith

President Alicia Cerruti

Clover Stornetta Farms, 37 Years
Marcus Benedetti

Corona Ranch Apartments,

Edward Jones - Joseph Stern,
28 Years
Joseph Stern

Brian Gordon

Dobson Asset Management,
27 Years
Chris Dobson
EMPRES Post Acute
Rehabilitation, 22 Years
Amanda Moort
Katherine Page Nowell, Attorney &
Mediator, 20 Years
Katherine Page Nowell

13 Years

12 Years
Health Community Consortium HC2, 12 Years
Denise Di Pasqua
P.O.S.T Wellness by Design,
12 Years
Mitchell Kauk
AMEC Environment &
Infrastructure, Inc., 11 Years
Judith Baker

Bay Alarm, 19 Years
John Reynolds
Pure Luxury Limousine Service,
18 Years
Jennifer Buffo

Mark Albertson Architect dba
Architects MA, 11 Years
Mark Albertson

Long-Time Members
Behrens, Nelson & Knudson,
46 Years
Thom Knudson
Best Western Petaluma Inn,
46 Years
Bob Everheart
Cypress Hill Memorial Park,
46 Years
Martin Rodgers
Lace House Linen Supply,
46 Years
Dan Libarle
Barber Sign Co., 45 Years
Paul Barber
Dairymen’s Feed & Supply Co-Op,
45 Years
Jim Castrone
Pisenti & Brinker LLP, 45 Years
Jodi Shubin
Petaluma Poultry, 43 Years
Mike Leventini

Platinum Members

The ribbon-cutting
at Domino’s Pizza
in Riverside Plaza
on Washington
Street, was
celebrated by
(L to R): Luis
Diaz, Samer
Seryani, Bashar
Bawab, Walter
Hishmeh and
Shaker Hishmeh,
with their staff
behind them.

Silver Members

Gold Members

Bronze Members

Ryan Mason, Ameriprise Financial • AVM Graphics • Clark Rosen, Coldwell Banker • Todd Mendoza, Coldwell Banker
CSW/Stuber Stroeh Engineering Group, Inc. • Deer Creek Village • Don Ramatici Insurance • Safeway, Inc.
Sutter Health Novato Community Hospital • Moonware Design • Robert Neibrief, ACSIA Partners Insurance Agency, LLC
Nancy Cooley, State Farm Insurance • Wagner Chiropractic • Welcome Wagon
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Calendar – August
1	
Government Affairs
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
7:30 – 9:30 A.M.

5	
Ambassadors
Pongo’s Kitchen & Tap
701 Sonoma Mountain Pkwy.
7:30 A.M.

5	
Women in Business
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
9:00 – 10:00 A.M.

6	
Leadership Alumni
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
9:00 – 10:00 A.M.

12	
Agri-Business
Sonoma-Marin Farigrounds
Event Center, Administration
Office, 175 Fairgrounds Dr.
12:00 Noon

14	
Business Education
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
4:00 – 5:30 P.M.

15	
Government Affairs
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
7:30 – 9:30 A.M.

20	
Women in Business Luncheon
Pongo’s Kitchen and Tap
701 Sonoma Mtn. Pkwy., Ste C-8
5:30 – 7:30 P.M.

28	
Economic Development
PACC Conference Room
6 Petaluma Blvd. N., Suite A-2
7:30 – 9:30 A.M.

28	
Joint Business After Hours –
Rivertown Business Builders
and Prince Gallery
122 American Alley, Unit A
5:30 – 7:00 P.M.

September Mixer
Preview
4	
Business After Hours

14	
Business After Hours –
Magid Stroud
135 Keller St., Suite C
5:30 – 7:30 P.M.

and Ribbon Cutting
Ace Promotional
Specialties, Inc.
424 Payran St.
5:30 – 7:30 P.M.

Looking Forward to September
1
4
11
13
18

Labor Day Holiday - PACC Office Closed
Business After Hours - Ace Promotional Specialties, Inc.
Business After Hours - Tara Firma Farms
Petaluma River Craft Beer Festival
Ambassadors Wine and Cheese Mixer

To check our on line calendar click on Events on the bottom menu bar,
www.petalumachamber.com. You can RSVP and pay there, too.

Get Fast Relief for your Back and Neck Pain

• WALK-INS WELCOME •

707-773-CARE (2273)
Dr. George W. Wagner Jr., D.C.
620 E. Washington # 206, Petaluma

